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PRISON DEVELOPliENTS 

rl ~ 1 ~~,_Ejln£,;er Strike. poher,ty is no\<\[ showing the first significant signE 
of deterio.~" ation \'lith SOL e eye trouble and vomitin g since 2/7; he is also 
complaining of neuritis in his right leg" However i.t should be noted tho.t hi 
condition has not deteriora.ted to the exten t shovm by other hunger strikers c 
this stage of their strikeSe Similarly Lyn ch is still remarkably well, desp l 
having lost 251b of his body weight.. His urine has remained clear R..Yld he haS 
no significant symptoms. There is some speculation that he may have had 'a 
small amount of nourishment or vitamin supplement given to him, though it 
if) not poss ible to say exactly ylhen or hey; this might have occurredu lIu.:cson! 
condition paradoxica.lly is actually the most serious ; it is "vorse than a....n.:y 01 
the previous strikers at the s ame stage$ He is quite ill, is vomiting a lot 
and E::vidently has bleeding ill his mouth and th..roat" He already has marked 
signs of eye deterioration. Ivlc Ilv-J-ee and ~uinn were both moved to the hospit f 
on 3/7; neither has any symptoms so far~ nor ha.ve Devine or l"l9K~o 

The prisoners' weights are.:-

Day 
of 

Strike 

Weight 
on 

first 
exal'nin
ation 

~leight 
today 

t"r .- . -v.e:tght 
loss 

" during 
~Teek 

Kieran Doherty 49 11 st 11 Ibs Bst 10 Ibs 6-~lbs 
Keyin LjTl,ch 48 9st 7 Ibs 7st 2 Ibs Lb11bs 
Edward Burson ~-2 108t 13 Ibs 8st 2 Ibs t 7 1b8 
Thomas McIlwee 32 10st 8 Ibs 8st 7 Ibs 8 Ibs 
Patrick Quinn 25 10st 1t1bs 8st 8 lbs ~lbs 

Overall 
v{eight 
loss 

3st ~1 lb 
2st 5 Ibl 
2st 11 lOb; 
2st 1_ Ib: 
1st 7~lb ; 
1st 0 Ib f-1ichael Devine 18 9st 82 1bs Sst 8t1bs 4-~lbs 

JJaurence l:lcKeoVln 11 10st 8 Ibs 9st 10-}lbs 8 lbs 11~lb ; 

1 ") D th f 'IV'" . <D 1 .. / (AD ay 6}). 'd 1 t . ' 'I\/' D . 1'" ' . + . 
c L ea _ 0 .de onne_~ J.. s ani..:~tc»pa"te. _ as I vlec.t:C de onne 1- s conal vlon 

deterioratedslgnific·antly and he died at 01+ .. 45 on 8/7 (certified dead at 
05 .. 11)c He had become semi .... conscious early on 7/7 and unconscious after 
01+QOO hours on 8/7.. Death came une:x-=pectedly Quickly aftel'" unconsciousness -.. 
it has been up to 48 hours in the other cases e His body Vias removed after 
an hour to Foster Green Hospital and was later taken from there by the 
relativese The f'tUlera l is repoI.'ted to be at '1300 hours on Friday 10/? from 
St Oliver Plunkett r s Church~ AndersonstovJn. Another striker - Patriek I'leGeo' 
has been widely reported as McDonnell's replacement; he did not refuse 
breakfast today however and even denied the rE':;:ports; time "fill tell! 

:" 

2. 'I ~ 1 Visit s to Hunger Strikers .... the ICJP _ The ComlD.ission first requested 
see the hUllger strikers on Saturday morning (4/7) a:f'J.d v.Jere admitted that 
aft ernoon to see them all assembled together in the pris on hospital.. S;he 
meeting ended after some 2~- hour s ~ after which the strikers had a Bhort 
discussion among themselves ( as did the Commission) before askillg to see 
tlcParlane ~ (PIHA a/e).. The latter was given permissio:l nnd met the strikers 
some 45 minutes. . 
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2~1.2 The next day (5/7) the Commission had a marathon serie s of meetings 
with the strikers from 10030 - 17~OO and 20&30 ~ 01~OO hours~ Two or three 
members also had some four hou.l"'s of discussion with1:1.cFarlane over 2 
meetings 6 The latter a18'0' sa",; the strikers on a number of occas ions 'and 
'''las accompanied for much of the time by f"lorrison of PSF ,,-,ha had been given a 
special visit. The Commission did not ,however see the hunger strik ::rs and 
I1cFarlane together at a:ny stage" Contrary to expectations the Commission 
did not request to see the prisoners again. 

2 .. 2 Other Visits \1ith ' the exception of Michael Devine all the hunger 
strikers were visIted by members of their familie s during the period. 
Devine vIas visited by I1essrs Flynn, Ruddy and Brovvning; representatives of 
the IRSPe; 

3.1 l"1r Atkins' Statements The protesters issued a lengthy statement on 
Saturday 4 Ju]~---rn:-7esponse to the Secretary of State I s statement of 30 June .. 
This \~as evidently produced outside the prison and was very carefully pl!-rased<9 
It was conciliat6rv in tone and accepted that 'special treatment' was not 
being soughte However the measured phraseoloB-Y is such that it could be 
interpreted as either a continued insistence on the substance of the 5 dema~ds 
or a significant vlatering dOv/n of these. The runbigui ty is such that 
it \'lould not be unreasonable to assume some change in PlRA thinking. 
Important extracts of the statement are as follo,'rs:--

lilt is vlrong for the British GoverPJD.ent to say that vfe are looking 
for differential treatment from other prisoners~ We would warmly 
welcome the introduction of the five demaxHis for all prisoners 0 

Therefore, on this major point of British Fol~cy, there is no 
sacrifice of principle involved. -

IrWe believe that the gra.nting of the five demands to all prisoners 
would not in, anyvlay -mean tha t the administration VJ'ould be 
forfeiting control of the prison~ nor would their say on prison 
activities be greatly diminished; but the prisoner could have his 
dignity restored and cease to occupy the role of :establishment 
zombie~ 

1!11r Atkins outlines the present \<Iork routine . __ ._ , 
'Utl.der: ...,~ ':·the . title' - . uPrison Activity".. It is a 
crude system \~lhich I\1r Atkins disguises ",ith, flo\iery jargon", Yet 9 

it should not be a major point of contention between the adminis
tration and ou .... rsel ves Q \-Ib'at the British Government recognises as 
tiprison work!! we do not c 'I'herefore ~ with goodwill'i flv,}ork" and 
achieving of compatible arrangement, should be available without 
loss of principle. 

ItBeside s self-educ ation, w'hich "\1ould be the main prop in any 
agreement, ,,,e are prepared to maintain our cells, wings '1 blocks 
and engage in any activity which we define as self-maintenance~ 

{' 

ftl'1r Atkins is either misinformed or exaggerating the free association 
demand.. Free association means that there \vould be freedom of move
ment w:L-'chin the ,-rings (; Super"l'lis i on Deed not be restri cted., That 
is a matter for the regime's discretion. ~'[ihere would, be no 
interference with prison officers who \"lould maintain their supervisory 
role ~ It must be remembered that H- Blocks are control w1its and 
e ach wing is built to accoYllIood·ate 2:'3 prisone r-se So it is ratller a 
red her-r ing to speak of the rt',gime losing control of the prison i.f 
the pris oners had fr eedom of the wing" 
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"Equally , it is misleading to quote figures of 100 prisoners 
pre s umably associating together", He believe there should be 
\"fi}'"; €,. visits but vIe do not envisage oursel ves ( although fir Atkins 
do es ) running around the block as we please in lar ge numbers e 

HIt is unrealistic to expect Loyalis ts and Hepublicans t o integrate 
satisfactorily LogetheI' e Forced integration~ or the delib erate 
creation of a confront a tion betvveen t hose 1'lho bear a.rms i n respect 
of their hi.ghly conflicting political ideologies is wrong and 
can only lead to trouble" Even!-lr Paisley recognised this fact 
several years backo 

tI I f . s tudied carefully it \1ill be seen that our definition of free 
association is far removed from 'tllhat seems to be l'1r Atkins f s. 

"Pri son clothes are prison clothes e It is· illusory to minimise 
the wearing of prison clothes to half the week. Prisoners, like 
everyone elsa ~ sleep and for most of the other half are forced to 
wear prison clothes 0 The women in Armagh \.vear their ovJn clothes 
and there is no obj ective r eason why all prisoners should not be 
allov..red to \1ee..r their O\1n clothes e 

fI If "le acc ept that toiletries '1 and to a lesser extent reading 
material, are essential , then the ".,eekly :parcel amotL't"}ts to fou.,r 
pounds of fruit. That speaks for itselfo 

11 Lost remission is a re sult of the protest and is not COlU1ected \·!i th 
the cause of ite As the British Government says, the machinery 
exists to reclaim it - yet, for some reason the British Government 
is being ambiguous on this matter. \r-Jhat constitutes a Itsubsequent 
good behaviour period? \I vJhat does one fifth ret urn of r emissi on 
mean? This should not be an flrea of disagreement for it does not 
directly affect the ' runni ng of the system .. But it is of mutual 
benefit to all whom it affect s that fu l l remission is given back 
to vIe prisoners . 

"In giving 01J~r views on what 1'1r Atkins said, \'le have outlined 
vnlat should be the basis of a solution, without loss of principle 
to either side in this conflictc 

'IBy a sking the British administration to come in to discuss a 
resolution we asking nothing unreasonablea It is common for 
officials from that administration to visit this· prison · and 
convers e \.vith prisonersG It has b een done before . II 

3.2 Statem~~9Z_§/2.. lvlr Atkins t further statement vlas given to the protest c 

ing prisoners early in the morning and read to the strik ers by the Gover110r'1 
accompanied by 8. senior NIO official c 11'he latter 'VIas on instructions only 
to elucida.te questions of f ac ·t and as none were put, he played no part in 
the proceedings. The statement was essentially a reaffirmation of that on 
30 June 8.nd emphas ised that no moves v{ould be contemplat ed under the duress 
of a rnh"'1ger strike and that t he ICJ-P i1J"ere not in any sense negotiators., The 
second part of the statement" what happens when the protest end t> tl was aj);(led 
at making sure that the protesters '~Jere a",rare of vIhat was available c; 

Little expansion of ass ociat ion was contemplated but the suggestion of 
a ssoc.ia tion by ad ja.cent ,.,r ings (made bY' the ICJP) "'las taken on board& On 
clothing the "possibility of further developmcnt ff '''fas not ruled out ~ On t-Ior] 
no .... one \1ould be excluded as of right from liability t o allocation to 
\,lorkshops but the com.mi tmAnt was given to add to the range of activities '1 

incl·~J.ding examination of t he ICJP IS shggestions <, No more than the existin g · 
. 1/5 r estoration of lost remi 5SiO!1 to ex-protesters was promised. No change 
- ., n l e' tt &:lT'("' . v.; Sl· ts Q"Y)d par cels \'", a 8' poc:'+-ul::l·t- I~ d ..J.r !.J ....... _ ...:1 , . . __ •. O....J.. "h. ;;:) V ... ... _<10. I _ , ..... " n 
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The prisoners showed little reaction,) though Devine and l'1cIlwee did ask for officials/the Governor to come and discuss the-document after they had read it. The prisoners \-Jere given. a....'Yl opportunity to discuss t he ·::.:ocument among themse l ves and also scl.'t-J IvlcFa.rlane for a time e Lynch and Doherty - the 2 most determined strikers ~ said afterwards that there \'fas nothing in it for thAID". ( The statement vias also given to the ICJP before publication .. ) 
3.3 Prisoners t ResDonse In a statement said to have been smuggled from the prison on-8~ the]protesters claimed that -

f1Joe McDonnell need not have diedo The British Government t s hypocri sy and their refusal to act in a responsible manner are completely to blame for the death of lToe -I1cDon..Tlell and the deep sorrOlV' that accompanies hi s death. 

"For a considerable period of time they have stood on c eremony ? asserting again and again that they viould not t a1k to the prisoners i n order to find a solutionc Yet, after Joe's death, they decide to send an official into Long Resh to talk to us: or rather talk at uSo 

/ tlTo say the leas t, that amounts to criminal negligence and typifie q the -insensitiv-ity and ineptitude of the British Government t s mishalidling of this issue. 

"Lack of urgency, p omp and ceremony should not enter into such a serious and ;dis tre s s ing crisis as this" 

"On tJuly 4·, VIe issued a lengthy sta~ement in _ v-Jhich \-;re outlined the . substance of a solutionli) In drawing up t hat statement vJe V-lent to considerable trouble and pains to take into account the British Government's dilemma and to provide a principled and pract ical solution for·all concernedo 

"The state.ment has been acknovfledged by the media and by al l concerned opinion fo r wha.t it i s'i and \ole were led ' to believe that the British Goverrunent received it very favourably" Yet the only def i nite response forthcoming from the British Government is the death of Joe McDonnell& 

tiThis mornin~ 'i ru ... Atkins has issued us v-lith yet another amoJ_gu.ous and self-gr atifying statement-e Even had we wanted to reSIJond by ending the hunger strike it would have been too late. That statement, even given its most optimistic rea.ding, \8 far removed from our July 4 statemento At face value it amounts to no~hing. 
tt vle again calIon everyone, especially . b.8 British Government, to make a careful and unprejudiced appraisal of our July 4· st atemento This very carefully composed statement can , and must, provide the basis for a just, principled al"ld practical solution for all sides O§ fI 

4.1 1'1aze Protest . This relnained static at 4-1 3 (the drop of 1 reflects 11cDonne l~1 r s d eparture ) Only one extra prisoner refused to \lork this morning bringing the number to 15. 

© PRONI CENT/1/10/52 
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402 hr~P:J:.otest. Unchanged at 280 The press report today tha~ a 
female hUY'L:-~8r striker might emerge has not received any corroboratlon from 
the prison... Hovvever this remains a poss.ibtli ty particularly if PIPI...4. '\,vere 
becoming more concerned at the lack of progress. in their prison caml!aign4> 

403 Others . (, t the Young Offenders Centre an inmate refused food on 8/7 , 
statingtha-t he was on hunger strike unJ./ il r1cDonnellwas buried. However 
he :resumed eating this morning! No other support action has been reported 
from other institutions so far0 

50 Pr~so!?-~ Asses~ment . WithiIJ the p risons no significant changes ha.ve 
occurred over the period, though with 'the ICfJ}? intervention interest has 
again been focussed on the institution.s e The most imp ortant development 
was the Ilprisoners'f! statement of 3/7 which as noted above indicates some
thing of a move ~ though ho\"1 much is tlllclear~ The i mportanc e \vhich PIHP ... / t ,he 
prisonerb att ach to it is ShO\ill b u " further reference back to it in thei r 
statement of 8/7", Nevertheless it is evident that one of its main aims has 
bE: en to prevent J?IRA being caught out as the intransige~t part~ e Hi th the 
death of a further striker ( and the first of the second series ) it will be 
interesting to see whether PlRA may rethink the situation earlier tha..""l aft er 
four more deaths , as was moota.d in the press last '''leek.. Pressures caused 
by continuing deaths and the lack of success in terms of conceosions \10n, 

IDvst inevitably be mounting on and 'ilithin the organisation", In this 
connection it may be significant to note that the strikers' morale \118.S 

described as low today f ollowing the evident failure of the ICJP mission, 
though they eX'.i!ressed their determination to continue ~ In fact much must no' 
rest on this determinati.on 'which it Jna.y ·become increas ingly hard to bolster ~ 
at least with some of t he strikerso 

6 . r-linisters ' Neetin :ss . These v.rere dominated by 11r Alison's marathon 
ser i esof m.-ee-t ings with tl1e ICJP at which the Government ' s prison regim\;,.f3 
were clarified again ..... and. againe-' The first took p lace at Hillsborough on 
Friday 3/ 7 and lasted some 8 hours from 14.30; it vIas followed by a 3- hour 
ID8eting the next morning at the same venue.. On I~londay night the meeting was 
h eld in Stormont Cas tle and lasted some 4 hou1"80 This \.,ras the last formal 
meeting although 2 'members did see the I"Iinister unofficially late on TuesdB-Y 
n ight at Stormont Castle.. In addition members of the Commiss ion spoke to 
t he IVIini.ster and senior official~ by phone on a number of occasions IF 

I1r AliGon also met loyalist representatives for an hour on T·uesday evening 
to discuss prison mattersc 

DEVELOPI\1El'TTS IN NORTH&l(N lRElJU\fJJ 

7 ~ 1 ~_~Q§.mpa~ . Ri oting ill West Belfast, Londonderry and Nevlry followed 
the announcement of Joe McDonnell's death.. The security forces ,~ere 
attac.ked Hi th stones '1 petrol bombs 't acid bombs B. .. l'1.d blast bombs,~ A number of 
shots \.-vere also fired at the p oliee CLl1d armye One yout h, a member of 8. g2J1g 
of petrol bom"berc, \>las shot de a d by the security forces; Ch"1 incident ,·!hich 
a Provisional Sinn Fein ( PBF ) spokesman condemned as "ju~t another murder by 
the British Army in their effort s t o sil ence Nationalist ·opinion" «. Hovlever 
the rioting in Belfast was possibly on a smaller scale, than that Hhieh 
followed Sands' death e . 
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7",2 Earlier in the week several anti H-Block meetings, demonstrations fu"'1d 
token fasts "·Jere stagedG On 5 J uly 1 ~OOO people marched in sympathy to 
I"'lcDonl1ell t s hous e in Lenadoon Aven·i.l~ , \-Jest Belfast" On t he same daY', 1,,000 
people a t tended a rally in Dungiven an9- heard Ovlen Carron (PSF ) claim , 
"vIe do not \..rant to humiliate the British Government .. e ., All i,..,e want are 
the f ive demands .. 11 A tlColllrnunity Stoppage tl \..;as arranged for 8 J uly by Belfast 
H .... Block/ Armagh Committee and workers vIere encouraged to down tools in protest 
at conditions in the I~1aze Pri sollo The Committee claimed , "The only body 
with the power to solve the hunger strike is the British Government6 t1 In 
the event t he strike was overshadowed by the rioting. Following the court 
hearing for those arrested at the sit dot'v'll protest on 27 June (see last 
\-leek ' s bulletin) Joh.;.1'). 11cAnulty, a People ' s Democrac:y (PD ) councillor and one 
of those arrested , annollilced that PD intended to hold another anti H-Block 
demonstration out side Belfast City Hall in early August. 

7.3 Throughout t he vleek relatives of the hunger strikers and leading 
members of PSF, the Irish Republican Socialist Party ( IRSP) arid the National 
H ..... Bloek/Ar magh Commit tee ( NHAC ) att ended meetings with the Irish COTIunission 
for Justice and Pea.ce~ Seamus Ruddy (IRSP) t old the COmIDiss ioners th2_t t hey 
had no right to negotiate on -behalf of IRSP prisonerse Joe Aust in ( PSF) c a"llec 
on the British Governmen'c f! to act in a I"esponsible manner by init iating 
meaningful dialoguec. tI ' A later PSF statement lu~ged the Government to talk 
directly to the prisoners and added, ItThe buck ultimately ,stops \Nith 
Bl"'endan r.rfc]?arlane H

, whom the Provisionals described as commanding their 
prisoners in the Maze¢ 

7 .. l~ On 2 July GerrJT Ad ams , PSF Joint Vice President, replied to , the ': 
Secretary of State!s statement of 30 J une ( see last week ' s bulletin) ., He 
di smi ssed i-'c as "clearly a pretence 8.t doing something in the face of COIl=-

" 1 -, . t . " d ' ,. f B . ~ . fl' T 1 d It 0 . h S1.0erao.te cr~ .. J..C1.s.m an query1.ng o . rl,\ .. al.,n s ro_e l.n ~.re_, . 8.n. f) n"G ,e 
same d.ay Adams was described by a spokesman for the Provisionals as Ha 
central figure in the Ii-Block/ Armagh campaign ""ho has the confid<-3nce of 
the prisoners ft

• Adams himself though denied t h a t "the hunger strikers are 
in some way manipulated from outside." 

7.5 The :r:rLiA.C announced that it too had selected a candidate for the 
~Ferma...i1agh/South Tyrone by" election but declined to i ssue a name .. PSF and 
I RSP have already indicat ed their preferr ed c fu"'1didates for the election 
O\ven Carron and Bernadette I''1cAliskey respectively ( see bulletins 17 and 18) (> 

/ 

8" '1 Political . The rel-TP acting under pressure to tell "i ts side " of the 
story held · a prmess conference on 8 July in which it accused the Government 
of "clawing back " from the pe a ~ e formula. alllegedly dra\ill up betw'een theme 
Bishop O! I~ahony f s staterrent that H'we fe e l very, very disappointed and 
saddened and let do-wn" was indi cative of the tone of their views ? '-lhile their 
descr i ption of the Secretary of State fs 8 July statement as "not a serious 
a..ttemptf! to solve the deadlock r eflected ho\'l far they felt it fell short of 
"'That \'las need ed 0 

8 02 I1r Alison , SpeaKlng at a press conferencG earlier the same day defer;rled 
the Government 1 s handling of the issue 2J1d repeated that .i f the p r isoners 
called off their act ion the Goverr...ment could get on ~with developing prison 
reform. But he repeated that this cou ld not t ake place while a pistol Has 
11e.ing h'.lld to the Government t shead , and c ategoricall.Y rejected earlier 
allegations by I''Ir Paisl ey tha.t the Government had been nE:gotiating, even 
indirectly , with t he prisoners$ 

8 .. 3 Reactions from the political > p arties came 8vviftlJ'. Jim I'101yneatL,,,{ 
(UUF l r:;ader ) accused the G-over~lment aIld the COLJ1.lliS3ion of mi s leading and 
confusing t he public as vIGIl as the fcuni" ies of the priscners, and 
Councillor William Bleakes, ChaiI.'man of the Union ist Dist rict Councillors' 
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Association demanded that r-lr Atkins stop any further talks with the ICJP -
a body which he. said '\.\Tas seen by Protestants a s a "frontH for the PIHA and 
a If go b e\.,ween tl for the Northern Ireland Office and the Dubl.: .. -:-J_ governmento 
John. Bume on the other hand : said the latest death \<ldS a tragedy ru" d could 
h ave been prevent ed as an tt extraordinary opportunity ex i cted to resolve the 
prison crisis once fu"1d fo r al l " 0 He accused IVJ:rs Thatcher of again showing 
a Ifdisas trous failur e fI to 'u_nderstand t4e seriousness fu'1d the urgency of . 
the situation and h e urged the Commi ssion, in spite of the tragic setback, 
to continue its efforts.. The Taoiseach 'l Dr Garret Fit zgerald, clea.rly 
referring to :tfrlG told the Dail t hat "responsibility rested on those \..rith 
the great e s t povler ll and added that it vias in the i nte:eest of Ireland that tho 
Htragedyfl of Joe I1cDormell should not .b e used to delay. the finding of a 
lasting solution. 

DEVELOPl'1ENTS OUTSIDE NORTHERN IREI4AND 

9.1 The Re12.ublic . Relatives of the hunger strikers met Dr Fit zgE,rald 
(Taoise'ach) &"1dI1r 0 ~ IJeary (deputy Taoiseach) on 3 July" A statem~~r lt i ssued 
by the NHAC and PSF Belfast on behalf of the r elativ !s descr i bed the meeting 
a~ unproductive as Dr Fitzgerald had dec- lined to call publicly on the 
Briti sh Government to concede the prisoners' five demands... Follovling the 
m.eeting .Father 0' Doyle, Chairman of the 1r:HAC ', s tressed tha t ·the "des ired 
result s c an only come through direct t a l k s b etvleen the British Government 
arld the prisoners themselves " II However the \-[omen prisoners in Armagh urged 
Dr Fitzgerald to se his position "honestly and correctly to pressurise the 
Bri tish Government to concede our demands 0 " Richard 11cAuley (PSF) pointed 
out that if Kiera."1 Doherty TD dies there \.,rill b e a by-election in Gavan
I"Ionaghan and Dr Fit zgearld t s p r emiership ,..,rill b e at stake ~ 

9 ... 2 . Follov:ing l"IcDonnell' s death Dr Fitzgerald urged flexibility on all s i 
in the dispute; 350 people staged a vigil outside the GPO building in Dublin 

~Oc 1 9E~§at Bri~. On 7 July, 11r Ernie Roberts, IvIP and ehairman of the 
Dontt Let the Prisoners Die ad hoc committee spoke at a press conference in 
the House of Common s to launching of a ne1~ book entitled "The H=Blocks: 
An Indictment of British Policy in the North of Irelandfll I! He urged the 
Bri tish Government to concede the pri s oners t demands on clothing and \'lork ~ 
J.V1rs Kathleen Finucane, the mother of a p r isoner in the I1aze ') also spoke at 
the press conference and appealed to the Government lito gran.t the prisoners 
demands.f! 

10&2 On the afternoon of L~ July -there was a demonstration and march by 
North Lon d'0l1 Hunger Strike Action Comrnittee at ArchvJay Underground Stat i on ~ 
J'unction Hoad ~ N7 About 40 people took p art including 15 members of the 
Trotskyist Revolutionary Communist Group (RGG) Cl 'I1he demonstrators "/ere 
heckled by a group of II skinheads rt displaying D.nion flags and shouting 
National Fron t slogans . There was no dicorder .. About 20 supporters of PBr-, 
NHAC ~ I RSP and 'rroops Out I\1ovement (TOI1) joined the London Irish l?e s tival 
(a non political event) on 5 July at Roundwood J?ark, \,.jill e:--den, London ~ 
They made speeches and attracted the 8.ttention of about 200 people out of a 
total of 25,000 who attended t he fes tival o There was no <disorder. A silent 
vi.g~l 11.81d in Kilburn Square ~ London~ Ifvl6, to mark the death of the hunger 
strlker Joseph I"IcDonnel1 on 8 July was attended by about 50 peopleo 
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1003 15 - 4·0 people representing the H-Block/Arma.gh Co-ordinating 
Committee '1 TOI'l.) ReG and Smash the l:Jrevention of Terrorism Act Campaign 
demonstrated outside the 'rue headquarters, Great Russell Street, London, \-/C1 <; 

on 8 Julyc There was no disor der. 

A march and rally by 32 suppo ,rters of Mane-hester Hunger Strike Corr.l1nittee 
took place on 4 July in I"108s Side, r·lCh"'1.chester v The same organisation held 
a demonstra tion in Piccadilly'¥ I"lanchesteI , on 8 July and 30 people took part e 

There was no disorder at either eventQ 

10 04 .A film tllreland t s Hunger Strikers tl '-las ShO~ffi at a local community 
c entre in the Nether Edge area . of Sheffi eld on 2 July and attra cted a small 
audience~ · 

10.5 A march was organised by the Labour Committee on Ir,eland' in 
Mansfield on '+ July to protest at Labour Party support of Conserv8.tiv8 policy 
on Northern r ... ~ land an~d the hunger strike issue, and to call for the sack :" ng 
of the tovm I S IJabour l!JP, I'ir Don Conc8...""L.l1on ~ as Shado"", spokesman on Northern 
Irelando Groups r epres enting PSF, TOl'I and various hunger Stl ike action 
co:mmittees took parto About 1,500 p eople turned out to oppose the march 
and express support for Mr Don Concannon o There was some disorder which led 
to 10 arrests for public order offences and assault on policeo 

10 ... 6 At r1600 hours 011 \vedne sday 8 July 1981, 8 members of the Birmi.ngham 
H-Bl ock liWl 'er Strike Action Gl"'OUp entered the Irish Tourist Board offices; 
Temple Ro't-l , Birmingham City Centre. Initially the group refused to leave 
until the Tourist Board manager had telephon ed the Prime I\linister of the 
Irish Republic and related the det ails c The group event ally left a.fter 
15 minute s "'lithout the telephone call be i ng made and without causing ccny 
publie disorder .. At 2030 on the same day 27 people staged a picket outside 
the TAVR t raining can~ , Stoney Lane, Sparkhill~ BirminghamQ After 45 minutes 
the group moved to a busy r08.d junction., Stra'l;f rd Road, at \.Jaldorf Hoad, 
Sparkhillo There they displayed broIDers and placards to passing motorists 
before dispersing at 2215 hours. The 27 participants comprised 2 members 
PSF, 9 membeI's Birmingham Youth Against H .... Block and 16 members Birmingham 
H-Block Action Grou~p. These incidents were intended to highlight the death 
earlier that day of' Joseph McDonnell and passed \vi thout any disorder Q 

f, ~ 

© ~RONI CENT/1/10/52 i~~~L>!! 



.' 

) 

'11.1 Jh~Q§..§: . Bernadette I"1cDonne ll, the young dau ghter of hLL"Yle;er striker 
Joe r'IcD 0I1..2.I. r:11 , h as been visiting the United States \vith other children f rom 
Northern Ire12.nd on a holiday financed by Project America. , an interdenomin .. ·.,. 
ational peace grou:p~ ~'liss flcDonnell vIas int eTviewed on the US telev-ision 
net\vork ABC when she appea13d to Americans to 1'ITi te to President Reagan and 
a s k him to press1.tri .o e 111"'s Thatcher lito ,sol ve the Irish question II 0 

11 .2 A meeting at the Irish Institute in Ne111 York on 3 t.Tuly \>Jas attended 
by Oliver Hughes~ brother of the dead hunger strike Frankie Hughes, and 
Fergus O'Hare, PD and a Belfast City Counci llor.. The meeting criticised 
Genera l Haig , t he US Secretary of State, fo r Ilop enly taking sides with 
Gre a t Britain in the Northern Irel8.J"'J.d conflict If) II 

12 e 1 ~lse"'fle£~ . :t-1rs t'1argaret Doherty , mother of hunger striker 
Ki eran Doherty ~~'D , Rnd Father Faul) an outspoken critic of the Government f s 
p r ison p olicy ~ vi s ite d the headquarters of t11e French Sociali st Party and 
t be French Prime 11inister f s office in Paris on 2 Jv.lyo They h ad 'what vIas 
describe d in the press a~ along and sy·mpathetic hearing in bo"th places ", 

12.2 Following l:1c Dormell t D death a bonb exploded at the ~Tidland Bank in 
Toulous ec It vIas similar in t;ype to the on~ ·"",hich dest r oyed a Dunlop 
warehous e there shortly after Bobby Sands ' death. ( See bulletin number 10 e ) 

12 .. 3 Count Otto Habsburg 't 8. '.:Jest German I1EP , i ssued a report on his v isit 
to Nor thern Ireland in JUJJ.8 ( see bulletin number 15 ) . He described the 
hunger strikers as "reminiscent of t he Baader· ... T1einhof gS11g " , and c ommented 
"there will soon be an esca lation of activities to include Vlomen in t he 
hunger strikes~ tt 

12e 1+ Ther e were sma.ll anti H-Block demonstrations · i n 'roronto ",'hile 
Princess I"largaret and the Queen :Mother were vis iting .. 

l'lEDIA . 

1 3 ~ 1 Prior to HcD.onl1ell ' s death t h e f Sund ay Tr ibune t ~ ( 5 July ) d ec l ar ed 
that It • .,. somebody must break the deadlock .. That somebody is l1r Atkins., 
Being in government ~ \-vi th control over the lives of persons in custody , does 
c arry responsibilities uhich are i nescapable«!! 

13 ,, 2 The ' Irish Press t ( 6 ) was critical tha-G "the official line seems to b~ 
that the J.:'e can be no negotiations.j that the pri soners must end t h eir fast 
before any reforms can be i mplement ede ". e There l'lere negotiations to end 
t h e l a.s t hwi.ger strike, so why should it be any· different on t his 
occasion?!l The ' Irish Press I concluded that as Joe I1cDonnell \<las no\'! close 
to death ~ fl it v-Iou ld be pilin g t ragedy upon t ragedy if bureaucrat i c attitudes 
by the authorities or callous illwlotuvrings by or ganisations on the outside 
\~ere to delay . a settlement until i t \\Tas too late to save him. II 

13 . 3 In praise of the ICJP , the f Irish Press t (8) p r ono'tmced fl The only 
t hing c oncernin g the hunger strike v.ihich C al"} be said 'VIi tl\ absolute certainty 
i s t hat the Commi ssion for Justice and Peaee have done Herculean \\fork on -Chi: 
crisi s.. Numerous people h ave laboured might:ily to re s olve the dilemma but 
the Commissio must be aT/lauded for their intensive labours ov er the l ast 
number of days , and befor'e I t 4) 
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130 /+ After I1cDonnell t s death '1 the t Belfast Telegraph' ( 8) , sa.id that 
"the vlorry today is that even some 1:easonable people, who would never 
identify themselves with the IH.l~., may- conclude from the confused renorts of 
the weel(end 9 8 event s th.at the Govern~nent has been mostl.y to blame for the 
breakd 1trn~ But as has been the case all along, the responsibility for life 
e.nd death in the 11aze ,,,here lives are being used a s a political weapon, rest s 
with tl.l8 prisoners theills--:lvess t! {fhe tIrish Times! ( 9)' sal.d that Ilif the 
formula (~o save Joe McDonnellts life ) ,as there, the sense of urgency on . 

; in J'ohn Hume f s opinion, " DOVll1ing Street alone carried the responsibility for 
I

· the part of the Br-t tish Government to apply it, was not 0 II It r eported that 

[1 holding up movement - ttn.d t he pointed referenc e by the c:pokesman of the 
~ Commission later : in the day to that body's acceptfu'J.ce of the good faith of 
'. the Minister of State at the Northern Ireland Office ~ I1r Alison, seems t o 

support r1r Burne: the delaying tactics were imposed from above e II The 
I Irish Press r took a similar line, but added tir-tes 1J.1hatcher: blindly refuses 
t o recogn ise that the ideological tenacity alone which these hunger strikers 
are sho\rVing marks them off from ordinar y criminal s 0:; No one an:rHhere in the 
civilised vlorld could c laim that men co ti c v"ho come forvJard onea.fter another 
to lay dOvrn their lives in tllis agonising fashi on are not in a very special 
category indeed .. II ~rhe f Irish Independent ' , normally helpful to Hf1G said 
that ··' the f act that tithe statement which was accepted at one stage this \-leek 
by the Provisonals as the basi s for a settlement did not tally i,;aJ"ith the 
statement '.'!hich v-Ias read to the hungsr strikers by a Prison Governor in the 
n resence of a Northern official - i s a serious oneo The British will have to 
come up wi th an adequate explanation of the discrepancy .. !t . 

1 3~5 The front page article in ' An Pho1Jlacht f ( 4 ) reminded its readers of 
the successes brought about by the hunger strike fu"ld by the 4 ( then ) \1ho had 
given t heir lives <=> lithe world ( novl) knows that there is a v!ar of n ational 
liberation in Irelalld~ ( and) the world k...nows there axe persecuted Irish 
political prisoners being held in the vlO 'st j ail B..."Y).d only prison c amp in 
Europe. II There was also a profile of Kieran DohGrty in the issue; " a quiet., 
totally dedicated republican and an outstanding soldier ll e 

13(>6 Although media coverage overall is at a greater level t han in previous 
vJeeks ~ in the British press the hu_uger s t rike has taken second place t o 
the recent civil disorder in Englande: 

OVEPJ~LL ASBESSI"lENT 

1Lt. 1 As noted above the focus of attention returned to the prisons in 
t he past vlcek with the intervention of the ICJP e The evident fai11u:"e or 
suspension of their mission will however refocus attention on the prisoners/ 
I)IllA and Bl"lG. From their statements the former seem to continue to pin their 
hopes on obtaining as much of the 5 d.emands as possible whilst evidently 
nOVI acc epting th.at full p( li tical status is UL"'1.obtainable, at least in one go ! 
The -hostile reception of HnG~ s h andling of the Commission's inter\rention may 
be expect ed to l ead t o further pressure both as 'part of the c ampaign and from 
the f hlill1o.ni tarian f lobby c 

fJ 
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1fl-.2 On the streets reaction to I'IeDonnell' s death has i n general been 
considerably lO\'ler so far than any of the preceding deaths, in part icular 
t ho s e of B:.:...nds an.d Hughes .. HOvlever it is still too early to be c ertain of 
the s ig...YJ.if icance of this <) or whether it is likely to b e repea·ced on further 
deaths.. Reaction and PIF..A activity has been higher i n Londonderry than 
Belfast and tbis ..... epresents a continuation of a t rend evident for some time o 
Terrorism and pressure on the Irish Republic fuld others abroad may be 
ex:pected to cont inue as noted previously. 

.. q .CL\ ~\ f\'l 
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~'i.A K TEl~l.PLETON :r- I~RB(1) 
. Northern Irel811d Off ice 

Dundonal d House 
BELFAST 

q July 1981 
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