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You wrote to me on 13 October expressing your concern about the 
prospect of a hunger strike by some of -Ehe prisoners .-at Maze 
Prj.son in support of the campaign f or the ' restoration' of special 
category status . . 

I recognj.se that you have always taken a helpful and constructive 
approach to the difficul t issues which are involved here, and I 
w'as glad to note your acceptance that there can be no compromise 
by the authorities on the principle of grant ing special treatment 
to a particular €£roup of' convicted . prisoners bec'ause of the 
alleged motives 1.or their crj.mes . Events have moved on considerably 
sj.nce you wrote to me 7 there was the cmnOlIDc ement on behalf of the 
prisoners of their intention to commence a hunger strike on 
27 October , my statement of 23 October in which I went to great 
pains to make t he Government ' s position clear , and then the start 
of the hunger strike . 

r was part icularly interested i n your suggestion that a solution 
might be found by" t he introduction of changes (which in the natw:'e 
of things would have to apply to al1 sentenced. nrj.soners) made for 
reasons of good penal POllCY . It-was on this hasis that we 
dec ided to r enlace the existing prison uniform with 8J1 issue of 
civilian- type-" clothing, but as you know this did no ~ stop the 
prisoners from goi ng on with their hunger strike. I am not sure 
what other changes you have i n mi nd ; sentenced prisoners who 
conform with Prlson Rules ar e already allowed to wear thei.r own 
clothes during t he evenings and at week- ends. I expect you will 
agree with me , for 1.ns t ance , that there would be serious objections 
to a1 10wi ng prisoners the freedom to choose their own fo rm of 
occupation during the norma1 'vvorking day . 

/lmar t from 
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Anart from t he change in regar d to prison urriform , I have 
introduced a r ange of other hUll1ani t arian measures during the year. 
These inc lude sports we ar for exercise , extra letters and ViSItS, 
cons} .. deration for compassionate home leave in appropriate 
cir cumstances and an al ternative arrangement to avoId the close 
body seen'ches about which there us ed to be many comp1aints . You 
know the re8_ct ion of the protesting prisoners 'to the improvements 
O-F·ccred ~~G. • . 

The pro spect s that some of the prisoners may starve them$elves to 
death in su~port of their cJ.aim to poli ti cal status is indeed a 
gr im one . de in Government are naturally concer ned about the 
darlc~ers of increased tens ions in the community r particularly at a 
time when mCL'1Y people have been encouraged by' the slow but 
c01}tinued progress towards normality in. the Province . But having 
SOJ.d that , 1 connot accept t ha! our POlICY on the treatment of 
person~ c9nv ict ed and sentenceC:L thro~gh th~. courts should be 
de termlnea. by a fo r m of calculated blackmaIl . 

Many well - intentioned. groups and individua1s urge , with compl ete 
sincerity, t hat a way shou1d be found of terminating the protest 
ac tion - and the hunger strike - without compromise on the centra1 
issue of political st atus . This .implies a reasonable approach both 
by the authorities and those who are protesting . I t seems clear, 
however , that t he prisoners are not concerned with improving prison 
cond it i ons but only with securing a special status for those who 
claim a poi. i t-ic a1 motive for their crimes. rrpe arguments for 
~reating priso1}ers specially because of the alleg~a ~otj.ves has 
been reJected I n clea r terms by the Europearl Commlsslon of Human 
Right s . . 

I very much hOfe that the protesting prisoners, and those who are 
in a position vO inf1uence t hem, wil l accept that there can be no 
yield·lng on tlds matter of principle , and that i t will be of no 
possible help to anyone , or to any cause, for the hunger strike to 
cont inue . -

In conclusion I should like t o thank you %ain for your good wishes 
t o me in regard to the marlY difficult problems now racing Northern 
Ireland [md its people . It}lay I , in return , s ay how much I welcome 
the efforts of thos~ l i ke yourself who are working so hard t o try 
to promote peace ana und.erstanding . 
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