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RELEASE OF KIERAN NUGENT - FRIDAY 11 MAY ~u~ ____ r _, _._~ 

The Minister of State, Mr Alison, has approved the 
proposals in the attached note. 

2. A further proposal for pre-empt ive action was discussed 

with the Minister who approved it in principle, subject to the 
Secretary of State's decision. 

3. The proposal is to allow an ITN team (including cameras) 
to visit Maze tomorrow, to see bot h clean and dirty cells; and 
to interview Nugent. Nugent may refuse but if he does so we 
expect this to be to our advantage. It would be just as effective 
in propaganda terms from our pOint of view. Discussions are now 
taking place with the Governor. ,~ 

4. I seek the Secretary of State's concurrence. 
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6. TOr:1orro\1 morning~ Thur'sday, Nugent i~ill be bathed, and his hair trir:ll:Jed I 

"lith a hospi ta.l officer in attcndancc~ Hinimum necessary force i'!ill be used 

to bath him, but if he ShOHS a disposition to resist violently and there 

seems to be o. ri,sy': of injury, the bathing viill not be proceeded \'Ii the 1'he 

prisoner i-rill have his pre-release interviev! \li th Assistant Governor Chambers 

i;omorrOH, and v/ill be viai ted by a Chr."'plain and a member of the Board of 

Visitors. 

7. TomO:::TOVI afte:C'noon Nugent \'lill also be offered a full medical exar:ri.nat.ion, 

in his cell in the prc-release unit if he ins isb ( c. sui table lisht and 

necesscTy equipment \'fill be brcllghJ from t he P::"iSOTl hospital ). If hereflJSC3 

this, he will be asked to sign a .:;tatement to that effect Hhich will be 

... d.tnessed by the Hedical Officer··a..nd attendant prison offic 8::'s. 

prisoner Hill be photOGraphed. 

8~ On the morning of li'l'iday 11 HfJ.y Nugent. \viJ.:!, have a~ ec,-:).' ly brealdaE;t: . He 

\1ill . then be Given his o\-m clothe.::;. ']\'10 Heclical Officer \·(ill again be in 

attendance sr.d Hill c2,,:rry out a farthel' visua l rr.edical exa;,j.nat ion. ReloD.se 

:i.s expected to take place at. about 8.30 am. 

9. 1'h8 prison have reported. that Nugent '<ia.S abusive and threatening to t,t:e.ff 

in the cel.l-block: this Dorning. It seems clear that he is set on provoki!lg 

a confrontation vIi til, and if possible an attack by ~ staff. Staff are fu l ly 

aVIare of t he need for restraint ::'n the race of provocation, a.'1d Nugent Hill oe 

supervised at all tin'le s in the pre-release unit by a.'1 officer of £l.t least 

Senior Officer rank. 

10. 1'he media vJill already kno\-l that Nugent is to be released on Friday. 

This morning ' s Irish Ne';ls carried thl'ee advertisements - copy attached - about 

pid:ets at a numoer of RUC stations in Belfast on Friday evening a'1d a "victory 

march for the first blal1l{et menu on Sunday 13 }lay. 

11. Vlhether or not vIe giv.e the med.ia tho exact time of release, reporter;; <U ' C 

IH;.cly to be at the priso~l cute at around 8.30 am on Friday mornl~18 SJ.nee J. h '~ C'" 
\,.. •• .1... 60..) 

.:~ ~.; 

the SaIi1C time as Deery · ... J8.S released on 26 April. 111' Gilliland propo.ses to 

talk to to s elected media rc~resclltat ives tomorrow, about NUGcntl s case cen8rDlly. 



') 

') 

r 

c HSS/32/1/15/1A 

~ -" \ :, 1 ... "". r ..... r t ... .,.. ,. , ; .. 

Lt,.' J J \ ;}.J i:. I\li l/\L 

The next dirtv protester due for release _,.Ji. _______ •• __ . ____ • ___ _ 

12. 1'12.1'1: G:'E£ . .0..Jlcmnic c.:E., servinG 2 years for membership of the U{/\, :L.s due 

for release on Tuesday 1l+ Hay. It seems unlikely th2.t his release will attract 

the same amount of attention as Deery's or Nugent lSi 'dC have in mind U:at hi[c~ 

release should be handled in the same Hay. Defensive briefing v/ill be prcp91'ed 

but unless there are any unexpected developments i? regard to Nugent it seems 
. . 

unlikely that we shall wish to say anything to the media about Hannigan's 

discharge. 

Hecomucndati o!1 

13. ].1r Alison is invited to e.pr,;rove the proposed arrangemen ts in rela tion 

to Nugent's release. 

E N BARRY 
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