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. RECORD OF A ImETING HELD ON TUESDAY, 20 NOVENBT~R., 1 973 , IN STORNON'I' CASTIJE 
EETv.JEEN THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR NORTHERN IRl~LMID AND MR BR IAN FAULKNER 
AT 7 00 PM 

Presen t : The Rt Han ivilliaJil "[hi telaw MC IIfP 

Mr F Cooper 
Mr D Treve l ya n 
}\1r 111 Reid 

Ilfr Brian Faulkner 

Mr Faul kner , who had j ust a rri ved from his Party ' s Counci l Meeting , said tha t 

it had been a tough battle . He had ,von , bu t only by a s:-tall cargi r.. . This 

s h m-red how far he had push e d his people . 

'\"li th the Allia nce Party and the SDLP . Both had quibbled on an overall Unionist 

majority , bas j.ng their arguments on the relative streng ths of t he par ties in the 

Assembly . This had given rise to a new proposal for the SDLP and ADiance 

Party each to have t wo extra d ep ar"b..nental pos ts ou·t s ide th e Executive j producj.llG 

a Gover-mnent of 15 and an Executive of 11 on th e following lines :-

SDLP 

6 4 (+ 2 ) 1 (+ 2 ) 

The Se cretary of Sta te asked how Nr Faullme r would r eact to a solution on t h ese 

lines . 

Mr Fa ullmer said tha t if the other parti ES vJere each to have hlO extra mini~3 terial 

p os t s outside the Executive he ,voRld ha-ve to ask for more too . Reflecting 

f urther , he s a id he saw no chance of getting a v.ra y wi th anythjng on t h ese lines , 

especially after his battle earl ier in the day at hi s Council . He had gone to the 

l imit. His people would see wha t was now being suggest ed as "fiddl ing ". 

Faulkner said he would have to have an overall majority ( though l ater he put 

it differenUy by s a ying that he could not be in .an overan minority '..;i thin tr.:.e 

administration ) • 

}\1r Fa uJ}mer. s a id that if the essence of the problem ~l8.S to satisfy the .Al l i ance 

Pa r ty on jobs he thought this could be achieved by il svli tching " . In cJj 3 CllSS 1 0rl 

it 'tras agreed that if in "he end the Allianc e Party c()uJ.c1 YlOt be s8.-Lisi'ied. aI~d. 

withdrevJ , the position 1/'TOul d go back to an Executive of 6 (Un ionistfJ ) e.nd 5 (:=HH.lP ). 
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This would be bad in presentational terms but should be "\l"Orkable and would raise 

no difficulties at Westminster . But it was also agreed that the Alli ance Party 

would have great difficulty in breaking on numbers . 

The Secretary of State then gave Nr Faullmer a brief account of exchanges at the 

diploma tic level with the Govermnent of the Republic in ",hich the latter had 

pressed to be consulted before any agreement 1-i-aS am10unced . "Th~_:;Le_9oetaIT,"".Q.[ 

Sta te made i t cl ear that the de~ision was a British decision . The Secretary of 

State also to l d Mr Faulkner tha t the other parties ",rere only concerned at 

having Dr Paisley at a preliminary conference on a Council of Ireland . On 

detentions, the Secretary of State told Mr Faulkner of progress made in discussions 

during Lord Carrington ' s vi sit. The Secretar:L..9L ._s,tC!;:t~ said there coul d be no 

question of using his powers of Executive release in connection Iii th the formation 

of an Executive, but a linle was possible with Christmas . Tho Secretary of Sta te 

could not be seen to be buying agreement for an Executive by releases of detainees : 

i f so, there woul d just be pressure for more . A furthe r point was that, if t here 

"Jere to be some releases , there would have to be some Protestant r el eases . On 

the Pol ice , the Secretary of State said tha t the other parties accepted the 

RUC as the police force fox' Northern Ireland but the SDLP vTOuld .rant the Council 

of I reland to have some part to play in pol icing . 

Discussion then turned to a proposal tha t each of the three parties should have 

one MinisteriBl post out8ide the Executive in addition to th e basic 6: 4 :1 allocation 

of seats in the Executive . Mr Faulkner said t ha t this , "rould l ook better , but it 

was agreed that this solution would be unlikely to succeed because it gave nothing 

extra to the SDLP . Something could however perhaps be made by the appointment 

of Parliamentary Secretaries . Mr Faulkner added tha t one of his problems was 

Mr Roy Bradford's desire f or the post of Minister either of Finan ce or Commerce . 

l>1r Faulkner also commented that the idea of a ]\Unisteria l co-ordinator for EEC 

affairs vras merely a desire t o produce a j ob : surely the Minister of Commerce 

would normally and na turally do this job . 

The Secretary of State concluded by saying that he accepted that the proposal in 

2 above vias not possible for Mr Faulkner . There was some final discussion of t he 

handling of the inter- party meeting on the following day . It was agreed tha t the 

paper to be circula t ed in advance should not specify any departillental share out. 

The meeting end~d at 7 20 pm . 
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