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D K Johnston Fog IBE
Annistan® Chief Coastablo
Headquarters

The Koyal Ulster Constabulary
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Dear Dovid

It ic now ten days cince the precent detninees were lified, and we ought,
1 think, % be looking at the future time-tuble of everis,

Thirty days from 9 August takes us to 6 September, loaving just ovew a fortnight
at the very meximum For thoe paking cf internmzent oxrders.

Tho sugrestion mode te tho Chief Constable yestorday wag that the present 1liat
of detszinces should be divided into threo categories. The first category
would consist of those whom you wich to relesce on the direction of the
Attorncy~Gonerals  She second would ba made up of establiiod mombara of the
ILA whose casen are relatively strishtfommyd, Jo would have thourht these
tvo lists could be preparsd and ihne nocessary action takon on them very rapidly.

The third lipt would comprise the rore difficwlt, and vevhaps doubtful, cases.
These would have to be studied with some care by the Kinister, and ke could not,
of ceurse, do this if a lowze raumber of dogsiers wewe placed on bin Josk at the
last minute, Ia other words they should bo coming before him from the beginning
of pext week onwards, amd the aim suoulld be to have all recomendations lox
intermmont before him by Friday wock, oxr 27 Auguant, with a viow to 'docislons
being token ond the orders preparcd during tho I{ollowing weeks

It mey be helpful if I indicnted what w2 Holisve will be the Ministor's goneral
approach to internment. He will take the view, as we indicated when detention
orders were made, that il i ainmed at tho L.i cad in particalar at those &b
present active in either wing of the organization., The argument willi be that
intormment is & proper weapon to use agninst the IHA aa an organization which is
in armed conflict with the forces of the Crowa and which has as its principal
object the destruction of the status of Horthern Ireland as & part of the
United ¥Xingdon.

Tho intention would, thereiore, be to intern persons vwhere there ia evidence
that since 1969 thoy bave beon menbers or the 1iA or have bzaa closely involved
in IRy activities, This definifion would rule out members of the 1R who have
not beon active since 1969, It would also rule cut members of the Ciwvil Rights
movanant or of the Jesple's Demccracy and other political orzanizations unless
as individuals they also have IRA afrviliationos A person would not ba interned

‘merely becauss he pakes volitical attucks on the conatitution, nor would he

necessarily bo interned merely on the grounds that he advocutes violence: 4t
mizht atill be necensary to show actual involvement in the IiA.

The phrase "cloazely involved in IRA sctivities” misht in turn have to be fairly
girictly constxued, It would include IRA "volunteors”, but it would clearly
exclude for example poraons who have done little wmore than take part In ricts
fonented by the lid,
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You may xell have people in detontion who have besn responsible for

bonb attacks but who have not been charged for want of evidence, Here it
nmay be necessary to distinpulsh between guerilla operations by the IRA
and the sort of unco-ordinated attacis on premiscs which are more the work
of malicious and criminal elements,

I don't think it 1s possible to do more than loy down a fow guide lineca

at this gtage, DBut essentially the Hinister will want to justify a decision
to intern on the grounds that the person being internmed has taken pavt in an
armed conspiracy and that if he were to remain at large he would be a threat
not merely to law and order but to the sscurity of the Stetc,
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