
MHOM/BEl.. 001/02 

FROM MR P J WOODFIELD 

ro MR H F T SMITH \ 

~R 450 

CONFI DENTIAL 

HOME OFFICE TELNO 12 OF 2 SEPTEMBER TO MR SMITH 

THE FOLl.OWIN~ IS THE iEXT OF THE HOME SECRETARY'S REPl.Y TO 
MR FAULKNER'S MESSA~E CONTAINED IN YOUR TEl.E~RAM NO 48 OF 
1 SEPTEMBER. THE TEXT HAS NOT YET BEEN A~EED WITH THE PRIME 
MINISTER. AS SOON AS IT HAS BEEN I WILl. TELEPHONE YOU A ~ ' \' , 
AND AUTHOR I SE YOU TO DEL I VER IT. ~ ~':::> ~ "- ~ 

-- ---. -.- - . - . ..t..- '1-
BE~INS. ~.~~~ 

•• 
1. . THANK YOU FOR YOUR MESSAQE. WHICH I HAVE SHOWN TO AND 
DISCUSSED WITH THE PRIME MINISTER. 

2. I A~REE THAT SOME AMENDMENTS ARE REQUIRED IN THE DRAFT PROPOS~ 
AND I HOPE THAT THE SU~QESTIONS I HAVE TO MAKE WILL COMMEND THEM
SELVES TO YOU. THEY ARE DESI~NED TO MEET THE POINTS YOU HAV E PUT 
FORWARD. AND 1 AM ANXIOUS THAT WE SHOUl.D REACH AQREEMENT WITHOUT 
FURTHER DELAY SO THAT WE CAN BE IN A POSITION TO TAKE. AND TO BE 
SEEN TO BE TAKIN~. AN IMPORTANT POl.ITICAL INITIATIVE. 

3. I A~REE THAT THE PHRASE "FURTHER WAYS AND MEANS" COULD BE 
MISLEADIN~ THOUQH. OF COURSE. IT WOULD COVER, FOR EXAMPLE. SUCH 
SU~QESTIONS AS YOU MAKE IN THE LAST PARAQRAPH OF YOUR MESSA~E ABOUT 
REVISION OF THE ELECTORAL SYSTEM AND THE STRUCTURE OF THE NORTHERN 

~ IRELAND PARLIAMENT. I.' SU~QEST THAT IF WE SUBSTITUTE THE WORD 

. ~ 

I "A~REED" FOR "FURTHER" IT WOULD MEET THIS POINT. ~ ~ 

.i 4. I QUITE A~REE THAT AT CHEQUERS WE ALL RECOQNISED THAT . .-~ -
~~ CttM-S ES A COALITION QOVERNMENT WAS NOT A PRACTICAl. 
If.ROPOS I T I ON, 'fHOUCM OBV I au SLY ONE C.~--NNOT RULE I lOUT FOR ::EVER IN 
Au.. CIRCUMSTANCES. I SUQ~EST WE COULD M E OU POINT ON THIS IF 
IN THE LAST FEW WORDS OF THE DRAFT STATEMENT WE CUT OUT THE PHRASE 

'PROCESSES OF ~OVERNMENT't AND SUBSTITUTE THE WORD "LIFE". 
I THINK WE ARE REMOVIN~ WHAT, ON REFLECTION, I AM INCLINED TO AQREE 
LOOKS TOO MUCH LIKE MINORITY PARTICIPATION IN tH~CABINET ITSELF. 

:: .,--;---
;. SO FAR AS PARTICIPATION IN THE TALKS IS CONCERNED. I A~REE THAT 

_____ tHE WORDS "ALl. SECTIONS OF THE NORTHERN IRELAND COMMUNITY" DO ~O . 
RATHER WIDEl.Y. THOU~H I THINK IT WOULD CLEARLY BE WRON~ TO EXCLUDE 
SPECIFICALLY SOME SECTIONS FROM BEINQ CONSULTED. BUT FOR THE 
PURPOSES ,OF THE STATEMENT I SU~QEST WE SUBSTITUTE FOR THE WORDS 
WHICH YOU DISLIKE THE PHRASE "OTHER REPRESENTATIVES OF THE MAJORITY 
AND MINORITY COMMUNITIES". THIS SHOULD LEAVE US ENOU~H FLEXIBILITY. 
I CERTAINLY AQREE ABOUT THE IMPORTANCE OF AVOIDIN~ AN UNWIELDY 
TALKINQ SHOP AND I DO NOT THINK . IT SHOULD BE NECESSARY TO HAVE 
MEETINQS ALL THE TIME INVOLVINQ ALL CONCERNED. BUT HERE AQAIN WE 
NEED NOT BIND OURSELVES I,N ADVANCE. 

6. AS TO TIMINQ. I TAKE YOUR POINT THAT THE MAJORITY COMMUNITY 
WOULD RESENT A PARLEY IN A STATE OF ACTIVE DISORDER WITH THE IRA. 
OF COURSE THERE CAN BE NO ·POSSIBLE QUESTION OF THIS~ BUT AS YOU AND 
I HAVE BOTH OFTEN STRESSED. THE IRA ARE NOT THE CATHOLIC COMMUNITY. 
r AM VERY CONCERNED AT THE BREAKDOWN INCOHMUNICATIONS BETWEEN THE 
two COMMUNITIES., WHICH IN ITSELF IS ONE' OF THE ·OBJECTIVES OF THE IRA 

.J- AND WHICH CLEARLY .CANNOT BE TOLERATED BY EITHER QOVERNMENT. IT 
.... SEEMS TO ME OF THE Hl~HEST I·MPORTANCE. AND THIS IS REALLY THE MAIN 

PURPOSE OF MY PROPOSAL. TO RESTORE COMHUN I CATIONS WITH THE MINORlTY 
FOR A PROPER DISCUSSION 'ON THEIR PLACE IN THE LIFE OF .NORTHERN 
IRELAND. FOR IT IS THE DUTY OF THE BRITISH QOVERNHENT. AS OF THE 
NORTHERN IRELAND {iid~~dJ1t""i .• to PURSUE THIS · O&JEcra:s AS. ONE OF 
OYER-RIDINQ IMPORTANCE. ~f: ~ 

: ,.. , . 
P J WOODFIELD ' 
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