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Current State of u.s. Court cases of Irish Interest 

1. Michael O'Rourke: Please see separate Note attached. 
I . 

2. The most prominent case of Irish interest last year was the 

trial in New York in November 1982 of 5 men, including 

Michael Flannery, National Treasurer of NORAID, on gunrunning 

offences. Th~ trial attracted publicity in the United states, 

Britain and Ireland. All five were arrested following an FBI .. 
"sting" operation .on charges on attempting to purchase weapons 

for the Provisional IRA. Flannery was charged with supplying 

th~ funds for the operation. At the tri~l lawyers for the 

defendants successfully pleaded that the state's main wi~ness 

was a CIA agent with whom the defendants had dealt in good faith. 

They argued that because an agency of the US Government was involved, 

the attempted purchase was legal. The defendants were quite 

open in admitting involvement in gun smuggling and, in Flannery's 

case, in conspiring to purchase weapons. The five were acquitted 

on 5 NQvember .1982. Flannery was subsequently appointed Honorary 

Grand Marshal for the 1983 st. Patrick's Day parade in New York. 

3 . . In June of last year, following the arrest of three men in . 

Limerick, four men were arrested by the FBI in New York. The four 

are Gabriel Megahey (39), Andrew Duggan (49) who were charged with 

attempting to purchase Redeye surface-to-air missiles, and 

Eamonn Meehan (46) and Colm Meehan (36), two brothers who were 

charged with attempting to sh~p to Ireland over four dozen automatic 

rifles and a silencer-equipped Uzi submachine gun. A fifth suspect, 

Patrick McPartland, was then still at large. In January of this 

year, defence lawyers for the Meehan brothers, in what was widely 

seen as a delaying tactic, asked for extra time in which to obtain 

evidence of "British Concentration Camps" in Northern Ireland to " 

bolster an insanity plea on behalf of the two, whom they claimed were 

suffering a mental condition known as 'post-trauma stress disorder' . 

. This 'plea was later rejected by the Court, and the trial opened as 

scheduled on Harch 1st. A final unsuccessful attempt to delay the 

trial had been made when the fifth accused, Patrick McPartland, 

gave himself up to the authorities at the American Embassy in 

Dublin on 14 February. McPartland subsequently returned to the D.S. 

but is to be tried separately, Frewb1y-l:5eginning in September 1983. 

The main defence was that the eehans, legehey and Duggan were 

FBI. All ad itted ~heir participation in 
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in gun running and acknowledged this support for the PIRA. They 

also claimed that, like Flannery, they believed that the CIA 

supported this gun runn;pg operations. On this occasion, however, . 
the judge ruled that the latter argument was not a permissable 

defence. The four defendants were found guilty of conspiring to 

smuggle arms on 13 May. They were, however, released on bail 

pending appeal. 

4. Bernard McKeon a New York bu~ldfng contractor, was indicted in 

September 1982 and charged with attempting to provide weap?ns' for 

• the IRA, following testimony given by an · arW$ dealer, George de ~eo, 

ho, in his trial in ·orth Carolina in 1979, had turned state's ~ 
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7. An appeal has been lodged by the US Attorney in New York 
against the court decisron in the case of ... artin Flanagan. 
Flanagan had given inf~rmation to the authorities on gunrunning 
and, in ret rn for a guarantee of immunity, had pro~ised to 
testif~ be~ re a gra.d jury. 30~ever, when he took the s~a~d, 
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• Michael O'Rourke 

,-/-:" , 
Michael O'Rourke, born in'Dublin 1952, was convicted in July 1975 
on charges of possessing explosives, ammunition and firearms with 
intent to endanger life and was sentenced by the Special Criminal 
Court to two concurrent sentences of six years imprisonment. He 
escaped from Green Street Courthouse in July 1976 by blasting a hole 
in the cell wall. He entered the~USA· in February 1978 using a false 
passport in the name of Patrick Mannion. In November of that year 

,he was arrested in Philadelphia on charges of illegal entry into the 
USA .. He has been in custody since then while his la',olyers explored 
various means of preventing his deportation to Ireland. The US 
authorities have been assisted by the Consulate in New York and by 
the Department of Justice who provided material to counter O'Rourke's 
claims in court. In March 1982 the Attorn~y GeDer21 2uthc~i~cd 
Mr Robert Barr S.C. to travel to New York to present evidence in 
defence of the operation of Irish legislation such as the Offences 
Against the State Act and the Special Criminal Court. 

In July 1982 the US authorities decided to deport O'Rourk8, who 
appealed ~o the US Board of Immigr~tion Appeals. After some delay 
on 24 May 1983 the Board turned down O'Rourke's appeal. O'Rourke 
was nut deported, however, since his lawY8r indicated that he was 
seeking a judicial review of the case in the Court of Appeals. 
O'Rourke has indicated that, if necessary, he would choose to be 
deported to Sweden. This seems, unlikely, however, since the \ 

destination of a deportee is at the discretion of the US authorities. 

O'Rourke s case has generated a great deal of publicity in the US 
and has attracted the attention of a number o~ Irish A~eric2ns. 
For er Congress an Charles Dough€rt: ,ic hose const"tuency ~he co on 
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/'. , 
collateral in an attempt to have O'Rourke released on bail. 

The AOH has also taken up the case and its President, Joe Roche, 

has taken a particular interest in it. O'Rourke was appointed 

Honorary Grand Marshal of the Philadelphia St. Patrick's Day 

Parade this' year. 

Anglo-Irish Section 
Department of Foreign Affairs 

June 1983 
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