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23rd Augue.t, 1971. 

The f ollowing agreed statement h~.~ been issued t ~ , -1.a y by the 

Government Infcrmati on Bureau on b eh:) lf (J f t,h 8 Department 
of the Tac i seach: 

Tha Taoiseach received this afternccn the el ec ted leaders of the 

Northern Op:") os ition whom he had invited 'lo meet him t c discuss 
the present situation in Northern Ireland . The rle~utation consj s -

ted of Me~sfs~. G. Fitt, M.L " J. Carron, M.t., I. Cooper, M. ? , 

J. h. Curri e , M.r ., ~ . J. Devlin, M.P., T. C. Gormley, M . ~ ., 

J. Hume, II!1 . F., lVi . J. Keogh, N.\. .l-' ., R. H. O'C onnor, M.:C;., 

! ' . M. OTHanlan, lVi.l ' ., J. OT neilly, M.l' . and Senators J. G. Lennon, 

!. F. IVicGill, i.. F. Mallon, i ) . J. 0'Hart:~ a.nd 1. G, ':'dlson. 

The Taoiseach was accompanied at the meeting by the Minister f or 
Foreign Affairs, Dr. 1. J. Hillery, T.D., the Minister f er Labour 

and lViinister f or Social \ ' ~elfare, lVir. Joseph Brennan, T.D., the 

Minister f er Finance and Minister f or the Gaeltacht, Mr. George 

Colley, T.D., and the Minister f er Educati on, Mr. ~adraig 

F3ulkner, T.D. 

It was agreed that All should wcr k t owar ci. the obj ective of obtain

ing equality of tr~atment f or everyone in Northern Ireland ir

respective of political views or r eligion and that in stating 

this immediate objective there is no departur e fre'm the intentiol1 

of the great maj crity of Irish people t o achi8ve the unificati on 

of Ireland. 

It was als o agreed that this objective should be pursued by non

violent political means. 

The current situati on in the North was examined in depth ani it 
was agree,i t c have r egular consult~tions. 

The Ta oiseach indi cated that the Govcrl1Lu1t aoi{nowledge the r c le 
of the elected Northern Opposition members as the principal 

r epresentative bocty c f the non-unionist community. 


