
NATIONAL ARCHIVES 
 

IRELAND 
 

 

 
 
 

 
Reference Code:    2001/6/516 

Title:  Text of a press conference given by Minister 

for External Affairs Patrick Hillery at the 

Embassy of Ireland to Great Britain in London, 

mainly relating to the Falls Road curfew and 

the activities of the Orange Order. 

Creation Date(s):  8 July, 1970 

Level of description:   Item 

Extent and medium:   11 pages 

Creator(s): Department of the Taoiseach 

Access Conditions:   Open 

Copyright:  National Archives, Ireland. May only be 

reproduced with the written permission of the 

Director of the National Archives. 

 

TSCH/3: Central registry records Department of the Taoiseach

© National Archives, Ireland



TSCH/3: Central registry records Department of the Taoiseach

© National Archives, Ireland

~-.~-----------------------------------------------------------------------

. 8th July 9 1970 

Text of Pr ess Conference given by Oro Patrick J. Hillery? T.D. 
Minister for External Affairs, at the Irish Embassy, London , 

on 8 July, 1970. 

I am very sorry for being late for this Press Conference. I set out in 
adequate time and I find that there are so many bits of business to be 
done in between that I am always late and feel that I have caused you 
to be angry. Howev er, angry or not I am here now and I am sorry for 
keeping you waiting. I hope the Embassy will have compensated in some 
form. 

I had a meeting today , I am sure you know about it, with 
Sir Idee Doug l as - Home at 4.30 after which I met dir . Barber. The meeting 
with Sir Al ec Douglas-Home lasted thirty-five minutes. I didn ' t time it 
myself but somebody did. 

The content of the meeting with Mr. Barber was the same and, largely, a 
repetition of what I had transmitted to Sir Alec so that there are two 
members of the British Government who are now fully aware of my 
opInIons , We were dealing with the question of the North of Ireland. 
I think per haps you have been up-to-date with the happenings there , Las t 
week - end brought a critical period becaus e of a raid on the Fal l s Road 
by the troops, the British Army, who went there last year to protect 
the citizens from the armed mobs and t he armed undisciplined B Specials 
and the armed RUC. The troops carried out a raid on the Falls Road 
area of Belfast which, for those who do not know Be l fast, is tho place 
where you find Catholics, Nationalists, and certain types of weapons 
we r e found , 

For those of you who have any fears about the effects of the finds on 
the stability of the state in the United Kingdom9 they were old pathetic 
weapons and one of them was a bow and arrow. However, I don ' t want to 
condone in any w~y the pr esence of arms in the North of Ireland situation 
which is tinder-dry and dangerous. But the fact that those weapons wer e 
found is a remi nde r of what we knew last year - thot the Falls Road area 
was attacked by armed mobs led by police who were armed and antagonistic, 
burned out and some people killed Since then the Falls has been 
a quiet area and nothing has happe ned, not even tho normal hoo l iganism 
associated with any emotional events such as footbal l matches or 
anything e l se. There has been nothing in the Falls Road area since 
last August until l as t week - end when there was a sudden swoop and these 
arms were found and I say it is the pathetic expression of the atti t ude 
of t hese people that they had to defend ~hemselves with any kind of a 
weapon they cou l d get. It is justified by some people that the finding 
of the arms meant that the swoop shOU l d have beon made but I wou l d like 
to say that, to my knowl edge, the ar ms in a popUlation of 50,000 peopl e 
wou l d be just about the same amount of arms as thirty B Specia l s would 
have and the only difference is that tho B Speci als would have modern 
ar ms . 

Part of the background to all this is that the reforms promised bv t he 
Britis h Government at Downing Street in August l~st year and at the Unit ed 
Nations, are no t visibl e to the man in the street. There are other 
events in the Falls Road area which mak e peopl e feel that they are l i ving 
i n an area where the Government is hosti l e and that troops sent in by t he 
British public to protect them may now be used to protect the aggress i ve, 
insu l ting sectarian Orange parades which take place every year to remind 
t hem of /their subjection. These people have never expressed a uni f ied 
view of what their final position should be but certainly one thing they do 
feel is that they want somebody to be able to communic c' te from them to 
somebody i n authority the ir need for justice and fairp l ay . 
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I visit ed tho Fa l ls R00d ar ca to show thom th at this communication 
is possible. Tho f act th at this caused some p~ rturb ati o n con be 
in terpreted i n many ways . Howev~ r , t he way I i nt er pr et it is that 
they need somo r o- assur ance that t hey ar e not a l one, t ha t thoy do not 
have to r egard themse lves as totally i solated fr om authority . I would 
li ke to add that the question of authori ty, t o my mind, has come 
very seriously into consid er ati on in the l ast couple of days because 
the Orange Or der, which s eems to determine t he cours e of events, 
2nd the distributi on of justice 2nd the number of vo t es and the 
distri bution of hQuses and so on in the Nort h. of Ir e l and, has hod no t 
a consult ation but a confrontotion wi th thos e el ec t ed into authority 
and the Pr ime Mini st er of the Nort h of Irel and has said that he wou l d 
be very much r eli eved if pr ovo cative par ades d i d not t ake pl vce and 
t he ~ inister f or Ho~o Aff ai rs of t he Uni t ed Kingdom has asked t hem, 
for tho s ake of preventing bl ood shed, t o stop th~se parades . They 
have r e fus ed t o do so . There is no authority l eft now f or 
that ar ea seemingly except the Or ang e Order . I have c ome t o ask the 
British Gov~rnment to re - asse rt the authority they cl aim t o ha ve, t o 
t ake up the respo nsi bil i ty th 2Y have assor t 0d and this is the f unction 
of my visit to London . 

Question Could I cl ea r up one poi nt, Dr. Hillery , ¢l en se? 

Qu c: stion 

Question 

Can you exp l ?in why you didn ' t in fo r m the Br itish Gove rnment of 
your int ention to v i si t the Fa ll s Road ar ea because wou l dn ' t you 
have exp0cted Si r Ale c DQug l as - Home to have informed ynu in 
advance of any int entiJn he mi ght have had to visit Dublin? 

Dr. Hill ery : I think thnt any Br itish Government membe r is 
entit l ~d t o vi s it Ir e l and for shoot ing 2nd fishing - we have 
wonderful ameniti es in th3t form. Indeed, we have a r ecord 
of 'I\ inister s visiting Irol and for pur poses of t aking c,'re of 
f ormer offic cl r s , soldi ers and so a n without giving us any 
inf ormat i on. 

Why did I go to Be l f ast without inf or ming the Bri tish Governme nt? 
I did not want t o go down t ho Fa ll s Road surrou nded by troops 
and Co nst abulary . 

Is it true that you were, in ef fe ct , r obuk ed by the For eign 
Secr et ary today for going there without informing his 
Government? 

Dr. Hill ery ; ~ith aut . in any way, t ak i ng away fr om the v ~ ry 
hi gh r espec t th at a l l Fo r e i gn ~inis t e rs have f or Si r Al ec 
Doug l as-Homo, I would remind people that I r 2present a sovere ign 
stat e not to be r ebuk ed by anybody else nnd Sir Alec i s much 
to o much of a dipl omat to do what you think. He did r emind me 
that it would have beon pre f er ab l e f rom his po int of view and 
I think he told your Par li ame nt yes t erday what he thought of the 
situat i on. 

Ar e you not sa tisfi ed, Dr . Hi ll ery, with the assurances t hat 
t he parades will avoid sensi tive ar eas? 

Dr. Hil l ery ; I hav e not soug ht the banning of par ades. 
I have s ought the banning of parades in sensi tive areas 
where they could not moan a commemor at i on but could only mean 
an aggr ess ive humiliati on f or th~ l oca l popUl ation. I a lso 
sought the ro -routing of parades S0 as not to go thr ough ar eas 
where thei r pr ose nc 2 woul d be pr ovocative and insulting so if 
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you are sugge sting that I have an assur anc e th at they won 't 
do this, I wou ld be sat i sfi ed with that assurance but I 
haven ' t got iL 

Have you such an a s sur anc e? 

Dr. ~illerY i No , I haven ' t, I have n ' t be2 n r efused it. 
~ha t I have dJne is communic at ed my vi ews to the 
r epr 0 sent ~t ive of the Britis h Government and it is up t o the 
British Gov8 r n~c nt now t o decid~ and establi sh the ir cuth~r ity 
and make th~ir own deci s i on, 

Have you indic at od how many of those parad e s you wou ld not 
find off enc 2 for and cny r easo n fo r stopp ing them f rom 
go ing t hrough what is call ed sensit iv e ar cas ? 

Dr. Hill~ry It is not a matter ~ f numbers - i t i s a matt er 
of i).Tea , Ther e ar e something li h> 1400 commemo r ation pa r adcs 
every year in the North of I r e l and by the Or ang e Orde r j the 
Appre ntic e Boys or wha t eVer and ea ch one is commemorat ing 
s om~ thing that the minor ity would ~r ofer not t o know about . 

Mr. ~inister5 I think you mis und ersto od mo. On the 12th 
July there ar e r ather a l ot of demonstr ati ons - 14 or 15. 
How many of these will be acc CDt oble t o you this yea r? 

Dr . Hill ery: w~ have c cl c2 r indic ati on of this for ours e lves. 

Can you t ell us? 

Dr. Hill ery; No I don ' t think so . The r ~ i s 2 p2rticul ar 
r easo n for not publicising it here . 

Do~s not the line in th2 j oint decl arati on about the 
parades put pa rticul ar emphas is that thay oro on r out es 
desi gned t o avoid security pr obl ems? 

Dr. Hi l 10ry· This is 3 r equest, Th i s i s not 3 decision - it is 
a r equest. Ther e will have t o be the estob li shmcnt of au th~rity 

ond somebody will hove t o say what parade in wh ~ t particul ar 
pl ace will nat t ake pl ace at th at particul ar time - somebody 
other than t he Or ang e Ord er . 

Dr . Hill ery, l ast hUgust the min ority in Northern Ir e l and 
tr ag i cally and na ive ly, I think, inter pr et ed the f act that 

t he Southern G(w ornmc: nt moved uni ts ~) f the Irish Army up 
t o the Bor der as ~ sign that the Southern Government wDuld, 
in f act , int ervene i n Northern a ff ~ ir s if there wer e further 
bl oodshed, In Lhe light of th is, I wonder if you wo ul d like t o 
t e ll us what you me an when you sa y that your vi si t t o the North 
was t o show the peopl e of the Falls th at th~ y wer e not a l one . 

Dr . Hi ll ery ; Ther e is ~ lwa ys 2 r isk, 2 S h2p~e ned in many 
countries in Europe, if you f eel th at the nati ons of t he world wi l l 
come in and save you fr om oppr ess i on, thera i s al ways 2 ri sk 
that you will t ~ k e action to put your own life at risk. I know 
that nobody her e woul d wa nt t o acknowl edge th ~ t th i s CQuld 
t ake pl ace in an ar ea cl aimed by the G~ver nme nt of the 
Unit ed Kingdom t ~ be under the ir author ity but there is a lways 
th at risk that an oppress ed group, if th ey f ee l he l p is comi ng, 
and if thc:y ar e des per ate, will t ake ac ti on 0hich pu~ them at 
risk cnd all our po licy has bee n t o try t o ~r event this happeni ng . 
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Our Primo lini s t d? the TC: ') i s0ach, h2s t C'k en every st e;o in 
ev :. ry st 2t er10 nt on b;:;hc 1£ j f the Gov"rnme nt, y:) u mey ht' ve 
r ead s omc thin~ ~ b~ut t hJ t , t o show that we ~ r e not 
aggr 0ssivo2ly d i s)osed t o:v,-: r ds t he Six Counti e s of ,» r thern 
Ir e l cnd. : 0 r ~ c li s 0 , 8 S di d GovGrnrnc nt s be f or e us , right 
fr Jm th a f ~und a ti ' n of our St at e, that any agg r e s s ive 3cti nn 
by us against the Six C lu nt i~s i s aggr oss ive 3 cti ~ n against 
oth or I r ish p~ o p l c ond we dn no t i n t ~ nd t o at t ack other 
Iri s h peop l e . 

: 1~uld you li K0 t o expl a i n wh at you mean by showing them then t hat 
th~ y ar e not a l one ? 

Dr. Hill ery ~ I spoke f or t hem t odoy . I spoke f or t hem about 
t en days ego hcr 0 in the For e i gn Of f i ce . 

Can we t ~ k e it t ha n that the Jinority i n Nnrther n Ir e l ond will 
in f utur e send its r c pr ~ se nt ~ ti o ns t o t he British Govornme nt 
thr Jugh t he ~ubl i n Go vernme nt? 

Dr . Hill ery ; Y0U would hove t 'J as k the~ bath th at. At the 
moment they ar e ju s t i sol ot ed . 

:,'JQul J the j)Ublin Gov <'.' rnm .... nt be willing? 

Dr . Hill ery Oh, cer t a inly . The North of Ir e l a nd f ee l 
thot they mu st expr es s themselve s . I ~ m a v a il ~ bl e when 

ther e i s nothing e l se a v a il ~ bl e t o t hem. 

Do you not accept the ~ ssur o nc o s of Sir i, l ec Do ug 12s - Home in 
the For e i gn Offic a s t a t~m~nt that t h0r e will b2 equa l 
citiz enshi p , equa l pr ot ecti )n f or bo th r e ligious communiti es? 

Or . Hill ery = I 2cc ept it . Ther e i s no quick pr oo f t h2. t t his 
is 9:) in9 t o be 2. f act . Thor o is consid0r ab l e doubt in th e 
mind s of peap10 in t he North of Ir e l and. I have no r cr san t o 
d ~ubt anything Si r Al ec Dougl as - Home soid. 

Dr . Hi l 12ry, er e y ~ u sugges ting thot the r epr esentotion of 
the Cathol ic mi rDr i ty i n the l·J orth in -" both St or m') nt a nd in 
~estmin s t er is t ot a ll y ineff ective? 

Dr. Hill ery ; They have bee n so t r o9 t ed by the Or onge Order , 
a nd th o,,; Governinon t i n the :~o r th Cl f Ir e l :; nd i s so incap2ble 
of ha ndling the Or 2nge Or der t hr t t he Gov~r nmont her e must now 
dea l with the: Or ang e Order, tif:iii( they cannot hope unl es s ther e 
is some definit e ~ ct? some definit e act of authority by somebody 
on the Ora nge Ord er, they c n nn~ t hope t o be treat ed 2 S equ a l 
citiz ens no matt0r what i s sa id f or them . 

Dr . Hill ery, os For eign Ai ni sL r ,"nd !iinista f or External Aff 2irs 
of the Iri sh Re pub lic , d ~ yQU now r eg ~ r d your se lf a s the r epr esent 
otive of t he minority of Northern Ir el and? 

I a l wcys r ego rdcd my self as a r epr esent ative of ~ ny ma n living in 
Ir e l and. As f er as we Ar c co nc erned we h0v0 had t oocc ept thot 
Six Counti es of our country hav0 b~ u n sepor at od r nd rul ed by 
another Stat e but I b e li ~v Q t hat I r epr esent any man l i ving in 
Ir ul ond , nd I ~m entitl ed t o v i s it ony t uwn or ho ml ct 
in th at I s12nd . 
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Looking <:,t what ,<~ s SJid <-,b 'ut the; Or ()ng l.' Order, 'h ich I will not 
di s )uto, is it a f l ct th2t i n tho pr ~se nt ci r cumst ~ nc e s 
a p~ri 0d ~ f direct ru1 0 w~ul d b~ benefici 2l ~ nd if not i mmedi at e ly 
uncic' r ,,!hct circumsL~ ncc s Iii )u ld -' :x~ ri c d ' i f di r ect rule.' bo 
benefici,; l? 

Or. Hi ll ery ; I think that 0 p~ r i ~d ) f rul e based ~ n 

princi pl es of justic2 woul d so l ve th o pr nb l ~m . ~y r ead i ng of it 
now ct thi s time i s th: t SlffiGboJy mu~t de~l with thu Or ange 
Ord er. Now dir ect r ul e fr om a nywh~ r e th2t is inc 2~~ bla ~ t unwilling 
t n h.: ndle thi s met ::,e r )f tho Oran\:p Or do r will makE! nCl 
difLrenc c: . 

In your vi s it t~ L0nd Jn will you c ~ ll 0n member s of the 
Oppositi l n? 

Or. Hill ery: This i s 0 St ~ t e vi s it This is quit e unlik e 
my visit t o Be lfa st . This is J St r t e vi s it t ~ the Govornm2nt 
her o . Thi s is 1 dir ect visit GovrnmJ nt to Government. I have 
made no attempt on thi s vi s it t o cont act memb~rs ~ f the O~p0s iti ~ n. 

I am sur e they t homs clv0s will n0 t wa it t J be asked what t o do . 
I have gr c r t f a ith i n t he princ i pl e s f ar ~hich thi s cluntry 
has br Sl) l el ng crmtr i buted ;lnd f Jug ht . 

Would you inf::)rm tho British G:wornmcnt ') f ;;; further vi s it 
t o Be l f as t again or do you not think that is necessr ry? 

Or . Hill ery : If I vv.::n t cd t o tr avel 2r 1und with tr '));)s ~I nd 
po l ic e end t ell the peopl e you had 2 gr ea t tim~ here I wauld 
probably go of f ici r lly bu t the pr obl em t here is t hat ther e or e 
peJpl e i s~ l ~ t ed wi th n ~ body t ) mee t them. I ~m nJt sayi ng they 
would pic k me if they wer~ g iv0n 2 fr2 0 vo t e . I 2 M ju s t soying 
th ot i t woul d have been marvell ous if sJmGbJdy f r 1m hcr 0, without 
seeking author i ty fr om onybody , wo nt over and t a lk ed t o them. 

Did you not r eg~ rd it 2S meo ning ~ ny discourt t sy as Sir Al ec 
s oid in the House;> of Comm'::ms. Do y'Ju not r egar d it LlS a sever e 
di pl omJtic disc Jurtesy? You think thot For e ign ~ini stors 
shDuld go t o other countri es \'Ii.tk' Ut i nf orming the Gover nr:lo nt 
of the s e count ri 2s? 

Dr. Hill er y : I woul d not as k the For e i gn ~inisters of other 
countri es t J base t he ir bchJvi Jur on me at all . I 2m somewhat 
inexperi enc ed. But I will say this ,: I am an Iri shman. If In: l ond 
is comp l et e ly fr ee I will obey the rul es of the games that other 
nati ons l a id down but whil e di pl oma tic nic eti es ar e so us ed a s 
t o pr event a l arg e sect i on of Ir i sh pe~p l o fr ~m ge t t ing fair pl oy 
then I won ' t pl oy t he rules - I will pl ay thu ma in ru l es but not 
tho nic eti es . 

What comment s dJ you coro t o m2ke c)n thij SU9<;!os thn th2t your vis i t 
t o the Fall s Roa d on ~ond a y was l or gely exp l a ined he r e as a po l i tic ol 
dodg e thought up by the Tao i so2 ch t o pl ac2t e public opi ni on 
in the South? 

Dr. Hi ll er y : Anything I do is t o p l ~ cate mys e lf. You know 
we did not ge t a fr ee independent s overGign Governm0nt in Jublin 
f r om pl acating peopl e or fr om ~r actising d i ~ l om2 ti c ni cet i e s . 
No; the pur pose w2s what I sa id. Ther e or e poli ticol pr essures 
i n every country but the r OJ l ma lignant dis ~2 se in the pr 2sent 
situ a ti ~ n bet ween our t wo countri es i s the pl acating of the Or ange 
Order <: nd I do n ' t know i f th c:re is ,:myb'Jdy her e who ''''Clnts tel 
support that. 
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Will you as k the U.N. to send observers? 

Dr. Hill ery; Last year I asked for the British Government 
t·::l send obs ervers, /.[0. hav e been quite f2ir ~' bout this, L;s t 
year on the 1st of August I asked that the British Government 
send observers t o Derry for the Apprentice Boys Parade, and if 
you think Appr entice Boys are boys hav e a look at thei r 
photogra~hs, but the British Govornment felt at that time that 
there was no need for observers fr om here as Apprentice B::lYs 
behaved very well - now you know what hap~e ned. When .we thought 
of the United Na tions hav ing observers there we didn ' t s ay 
to the Unit ed Nations send observers - we 2sked the British 
Government t o invite obs ervers there . In fact we have been 
much t oo cl ose t o protocol end diplomatic niceties. This time 
the total res po nsibil i ty for law and order in its decent 
sense and for the app licoti on of justice r ~s ts squ2rely on the 
shou l ders :i f the British Government a nd -,:/hat will happen this 
time must be answered flr by the British Gov~r nment. We alw ays 
kn Jw wha t is ha ppe ning. ~e have no plans to send observers. 
You know we had no pl an t o have me up there t o sec what is 
happen ing. ~c are not happy to come on after and say - this 
hcppene d l th c, t happened. :'Vhat we ; Iant to dl i1')W is S2Y this 
must not hJ.ppe n and we ere ask ing the British Governmont t8 
stop thi s happe ning . All they hove t ·) cio is to say to the 
Orang e Order - there is a Government . 

Dr. Hillery, ar e you r epresenting exclusivel y Catholics 
or do you de f e nd also the Sh ankill Road ? 

Dr. Hill2.EY Well these ar e peop le il/ ho have no caust:' for 
insecurity wh at ever, As I said in the beginning 30 
B Speci a ls would have : s much arms as was f o u~d in the total 
t oll in the Fa l ls Road . 

Are ther e any B S~eci a ls? 

Dr, Hill e ry ~ Thore are people l ike them . You don't stop 
existing because your n2 me is t aken away fr om you and I am 
not saying - I do n ' t want t o cause tr ouble but thera are people 
in that segment of the community I~ ho arc t ot a lly committed 
t o the ir own pro t ec ti on and of the type of state they want t o 
exist up ther e , Now you might not call them B Speci als. 
I acknowl edge tho 8 Specia l s were abolished . 

Dr. Hillery J~ you think that things are more difficult now th an 
und er a Lebour Government? 

Dr. Hill ery ~ My dealings with tho present Government hove 
given rna no r ea son t o believe th at matters will be a ny worse 
under tho prese nt Gov .rnment. It is a factor in the situation 
that people in the North of Irel and f ee l that the link 
of the Uni rm ist party with the C::mservative Gti\vC?rnment 
will caus e l ess sympa thy with the minority view . It is a very big 
f actor and I think that anything that hap pe ns will be coloured 
by th at thinking. But I personally, as a representative of 
the Irish Go vernment, have no re as'm to b01ic;ve that the 
pres~nt Government in Brit a in intend t o renege in any way 
fr .)m th lc' pr-)mis es m i~ de for reforming the North ', f Irel,:1nd . 

Or, Hi llery can I ask hav e you made any r epresent ati ins about 
the Six:ci a l ,)ow"rs "ct t o the British Govornrnant ,:1nd what 
r eS ~J ns e you got ab Jut that? 
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DL HilLery : I ck cidcd I i" )uldn ' t t olk .~b. '; ut r Gs )')ns ,' s and 
inde ed r~SJOnS2S do n ' t a lways como the day you moke the 
rcpr cse nt cti ') ns, It \'Joul :J be n,~' tur cl l for the Britiffi 
G )v ~ rn~u nt t o make th_ir own d~cisi ns . HII I can say is 
wh et I want done~ what I think sh ould b~ d ~ no, and it ' s u~ 
L) the Briti sh G'JV ,_ rn"lcnt t ) m;,k2 their ()wn decisi ::ms. 

Dr Hillery whJt about tho Speci a l Powers hct~ 

OL HilL.'ryg I think th,:r c) srnuldn ' t be ,J S,J(;cia l Powl! rs 
hct, I don ' t think a man sh· )uI J be detain ed - or a woman -
without tri a l . I don't think an off ence shauld be decl ared 
aft er the act has t aken pl aco if it wasn ' t previlusl y 
described os an offence, 

Dr, Hi ll ery you have just told us that you do not consider 
yours elf bound by normal diplomatic rul es. Docs this 
apply l nly t J Britain or t o anywh ure? 

Dr. Hill ory :, I::m not 0 di pbmaL I am'? p:)liticicm. 
I hov e some of the bes t diploma t s in the world working 
in th e Dcp:crtmcnt ~l f Externa l nfLirs in Dublin ,:md they 
obey all th e rul~s . Now as far as diplJmacy is concerned 
'vVf:; hiw c no worry ab0ut the beh,wi-)ur of Irish dipl )mats but 
the hehavi our of Irish politic i ans is something rel ated 
t o the 2c tu al reolity of our n0cds ot h )m~ and I don ' t 
intend by what I said to giv e an id eo that IrGl and will not 
obey the rul 2s - in f act n0 of the outstanding ch aracteri stics 
of Ir e l and , of the Irish Government, hos bee n its 
contributi ,)n t n low, ord2r) poace and to internati onal 
or'j:mis J ti ons, iNc have nev\:::r undcY' ,linad the ruLeS Jf 
procedur e in internation al affa irs . 

Dr. Hillary h JW many people did you meet in th e Fal ls Road? 

Dr. Hill ery : I didn ' t count them. I met peop l e in doorways 
and women wh ose houses hod bean raided, ol d men, young 
children as I went thr ough the areas . Al l the pubs ware 
beat~n up - I don ' t know why they do n't like pubs in Belfast . 

Di d you make ap~o intmcnts to mee t anyone? 

Dr. Hill ery ' No, I mode no a~~a intmonts t o me et anyone. 
I met some ~eople there who knew me but I couldn ' t honestly 
toll YJU what their n am~s are. ~ey r ecognised me and 
t o-lk me r ound . 

Di d you t ake your offici a l car? 

Dr. Hillery , I went in a pr ivate car . 

How weru you introduced in tho Falls Roa d? 

Dr . Hill ary: In spe aking to the inhabitants of the Falls Road 
ar ea th e? p0o) l c' wht) acc ompcmi od mo said "thlJr e is a fe ll ow 
here fr om the South whn wants t o know ab'Jut y,)U". No 9 this 
is not a f ormal thing. The peop l e were to l d th at there 
were up fr om the South a cou pl e of peopl e who want od to know 
what happened on Friday night, What happened you? Wha t did 
the troops d)? How did YJU f ee l ab' ut it? But there was 
no questi ' n of say ing th~ro was a member of the Irish 
Gov2rn~ent u ~ her e. No , I d idn ' t mako a ny a tt om~t to do 
that kind of t hing. 

Di d you t ell those peop l e who you wer c ? 
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Dr. Hill~ry : Those wh0 r ec00 nis cJ m~ indic oted it by 2 glance 
or 0th~rwise 2nd th~ 0th~rs did n ' t core Whl I wos . 

Whc were tho coupl e of f ellows fr o~ the S auth~ 

~ould you th ink it l eg itimat e t o go t J Cyprus a nd tJlk 
t :) th ,; Cy pri , t min ~l rity wiUnut invc l vin :.; tho r)l ,scnt C::;:)V __ rn: ;~2nt 

thd o? 

Dr . Hillery. ~c ll at the moment with the Irish tr l o.JS pe~cc-
kee ping th~r e I think anything coul d h2p~c n. I do n ' t think 
you hove r ny pr obl em there at the m,)mcnt . The Irish tr oc~ s 

ar e pC J c c -k 0 ~ p ing there but we h2v~ mad e m' re _han lur 
contributi Jn - we have mode 2 m ~ rvel 1 0 us c)n t ributi ln f or a sma l l 
l it tIe i ~3 L nd • 

Dr. Hillery 9 dn Y'u think ,:,) ,ilinist or c ,uld arrivcc ',n th e: isl ' nd 
unJnn ")unc0d j te) visit Cl min Jrity clmmunitY9 WithlUt ~ffici::lly 

informing the Cy priot gav~rnme nt? 

Dr. Hi ll ory~ I coul d t oll YJU that ~inisters of your 
G0v 0rnm ~ nt - I prosum~ you ore fr n~ Britain - hav e turned up 
at pl aces like Puc k Fair and the Dub lin Ho r se Show. I t doesn ' t 
wClrry us . 

Do y ' u r ea lly think you con c 1mpa rc a visit t l tho Falls Hoad 
in thos e circumst ances t o someb ,dy going 1n holidays? 

Dr. Hillery; No ; i n f oct the visit t o th e Fa ll s Rood had 
2 v _ry spoc i fic pur p~so . It ~as colcul Jted tl pr o v ~ nt a m)s t 
extr a~rd i n2ry is ~ 1 2 ti : n ~ f a big numbor ~ f tho popu1 2 ti ~n 

and 2S my Prim..:: ,;: inisL,r said 9 it was d Jne: t ~) ) r e: v '-! nt 2n 
outbr ea k which would in terf er o with 0e~ ce . I will t e l l you 
one thing. w~ dJn ' t a lways ex~ect ~e ~ ~ l ~ t ~ agr~0 with us i n 
Ir da nd l 

Do y )U not acc 80t that the pr evi ous Frid ay ' s ri ~ ting (26 Juno) 
in which five were: killed, do y ~ u not acc ept that th~re W0S 
some Catholic 0r ovocoti on th 8 r ~ ? 

Or. I-Ji1l2ry ': No. There was ~1 gr oup1 f PLltestants f lund 
in the vicini t y 1f a Catholic church in wh ich the s ext on's 
housl) was burn od ., I dm ' t kWlw wh0th0r th" y W2 r ...: ;)r 2ying or not 
but t hey we r e thoro and I wJu l dn't say y ' u wlul d cal l th2t Cath olic 
provCl cct i on. I do n ' t think thoro is much r ~ ligi ~ n in this act . 

, ~ inist 0 r , con I f or a moment turn off the past and l ook t o the 
future. "~rill YiU l o,)k f·:n U,N , ') bs ~rv '-! rs? 

Dr. Hillery ; Last year I asked f or them. I think what I wo uld 
like t o see i s i f it is a f act , which I hope it is not, that the 
Or ang e Order hos nn higher auth')ri ty in the No rth ,) f Irclond 
or here. If th ey cannot be t old ~h2t to do I think it ~Ju l d be: 
very i mpo rt ant that os many obsc: rv ~ r s whethe r fr om Gover nment, fr om 
the pr ess, fr om tel evisi ln sh Jul d be thore t o sec: wh~ t is g~ ing 
:In . 

Y ~ u r G~v ernm~ nt ~romis ed 2 ye ~ r og~ th : t if th0re was any trouble 
in Londonde r ry ' r Be lfas t th e Irish tr oop s ~~u l d be sent • .... 

Dr. Hill ery ; Y)ur liU!0s thn i s b ode d; lik ,; "did y:)U st ,~ p 

be ating ynur \,i ifo?" ''h,jt we sent were hos )i tal units t ) the 
bord er ond ther e wer e milit ary h0spit31 uni t s anJ the tr n0ps 
thot ~ent wi th them were t hos e which ~1uld ~ Jrmolly go in 3 

mil i t ary c) )~ r ;) tL;n \\Ii th (1 tnspi tc'll uni t. ':e' hcv e SJme c-cmps up 
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th er e cnd tho pe~p l e 2re c )ming fr om the North t J them . 

Dr. Hi llc:ry? Y')U must be uw;: r " th:::t ther e h ~ s bc! Gn S lmG 
criticism in the British pr ess on the linos thc t this i s on 
in t~ rn ; l SJuthorn Ir e l - nd po litic a l pr ~ bl am f lr y ~u J nd 
your Cabine t ,2 nd the r c f ~'rc ylur visit ocr ')ss the b'l r e.br 
\Nus ;: t'n liticcl 'me in tcr~s ·,) f '~:,m", stic po li t ic s in Jub lin 
2nd h2d n~thing t o do with peopl e in th e FJ ll s R·od . I wJ nJ" r 
w0ul d you comm2nt ~ n t hat? 

Dr. HilL:;:ry '; .idl Y1U kn JW YiU can ' t sto;) pO .;,J l e writing 
these thing s. I th ·ught y ~ u wero go ing t o soy th et tho N~r th 
Cl f Ir c:; l ::: nd \NOS :0 intc.rn 21 ;Jr :) blcm f or )ur G:w ,- rnrnont - I wish 
it wur e. Thi s is tho whl1c basis J f my Porty - my 
GovUrnmL nt ' s activi ties - t l m2k~ I re l onJ J ne unit . If y ~u 
think we c2n ' t t ;.) ke int0rn ~ 1 ,)unis hmcnt I ' ll te ll y" u J st ·ITY. 
T\'J'.) "i i nist" rs wore fir ed ) h v ) :in i s t ers r2sig n(:d ~ n.:l)nc 
junior .d ini stc;r r Gs i gnc-'d ob )ut~, m)nth ago . I d'ln ' t 
k n~w of J ny l thcr Gov ~ rnmcnt in tho world th~t c ' uld t oke that 
in c ~ rrying ~ut J oa li cy which needed l ' n9 s ight end much 
pc1:H,nce::: ncl if y',u think INC :l r e suJcL,nly g')ing t ) sto.rt 
stunting \'1(, no"dn ' t hove ::h n0 th ot, ,.;Iy Pri :,o·!\inist cr 
need n·.) t hav e' Yc'm ;v 2d fr )m tho Gw .:! rnmc nt s ')m0 ;f t he bes t br ::, ins 
thot c ~ ulj p'ss ibly be in J Gave r n~e nt. It ' s unr ea l 
t o think thot y ~u will yam'Jve - I om n ~ t s Jying eVclryb~dy 

was o f th0 s : mc ca l ibr e - but ther e wer e broins in that 
G~V0 rnm0 nt th ~ t y ~ u woul d not want t o J~ with 1ut ond t l think 
tha t YJU c ~ ul d r em~v e th ~m c nd then d ~ somcthing e l se f ~r 

~o litic 2 1 pur poses - i t ' s unr ea l - it ' s just n, t bel iev ' ble . 

:!\inist t.:r ? wnu lcl you pe rs ~ n .'l lly l ik e> t o SC2 llr. ChJr l es \-l('ughe y 
c ~me back intn tho GovernmG nt at a l at er st ege - a t ::' 1 0 t~r 

time? 

Dr. Hillc:' ry ~ 'i'Je ll? L ) s tJ.Tt off \vith? he i s J. p..:r s ·)O J l 
fr ie nd ~ f minG. I w1ul d like t o soe him thore because of thnt . 
I t hink th ct ht.: is one ) f t he bes t br 2ins thot we hav0 ev er 
hrd in a n Irish Government ~ nd he ha s made I n 0n~rm 'us 

c o ntributi ~ n t ) : ur econ lmic devel n.Jment . I ca n ' t c lmme nt 
, n what is sub judic e i n tho Courts but cert a inly I w)ul d ver y 
much h:)!)C? f Jr Ir el ·:md ' s sc ke th ·' t it w'uld be ;l0ssiblc t J seG 
Ch :r li ~ Haughey in G~v~rnmant ogo in . 

;linist0r ~ YJU said a l:Jt ;:Jb :') ut the Or cmg c: Or cLJ r, j ,r0 you 
2vrre; for y'jur inf )rm·,: ti 'n 9 th ,'t th e' Or ang e: Order is 
opposed utter ly to ~avin~ a ny c ont~tt with Southern I r i shme n 
a nd is Br i tish , aggr ess i ve l y British) as indeed they ar e 
entitled t o be? 

Dr , Hill ery ~ I think thot th e Or ow )...: Ordar po si t i )n 
in the North ~ f Ir ela nd) wi th thot p~r t of nu r c 1untry 
perti ti ')Oed ,; ff - just (] n )ugh of it th.,t th .:: y c 'n h)l d ." is 
in 0 f a l se situati ~ n . ~ny bo dy i n 2 f ol so situ ~ ti n must f ee l 
c:mst Dntly insecur e.: cnd anyb')dy who i s const J nt l y insecure 
wi ll be 2ggr ~ s s iv c 0nd I think ynu h 2v c s ~mc evi d2 nc c 
of t his in th~ PJr li om~ nt h0r Q at t he m ~ma nt . 

V:o r e Y:J ur t c l ks , n ttL CJmnnn ,;lcrk et f u11 Jf swee tne ss? 

Dr. Hill ery . 1 ~0 hJd ar r 2 ngom~nts ~ b ' ut c lnsult:ti' n b0cJus e 
Jf the el os :;; r,)1 2ti ' nshi :) bob-vcen th" t \'l! ; oc )nx,1ies Cl nd 
Mr . B~ rbe r 2nd I cgrecd th~t those mc th)Js ~~ c nnsultoti ' n 
sh ')uld c mtinuc! in the nC',Yl tiC'ti lO S :'Ihich ;: re cimi ng o 

Dro HilL~ ry i s thi s crisis :, b ' ut civ il righ t s ~JI is it ob Jut 
po rt i tbn? 

Dr. Hill cr y ~ T~ d2Y ' S cr isi s is :, bJut th e Or ~ ng e Order. I ' ll do 
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th2 Briti sh Govornma nt a f avour n~w ju s t bo f ~r e I f inish. 
Thor e i s 2 cri s i s of outh8rity her e . D~ t he Or ange Or da r say 
t ) the? Prime ,vl ini s t er 0f thc six nC'r tharn eas t ern u)unti 2s of 
Ir e l ? nd f ~ r which Br it a i n c12i ms r espo ns ibility 2 n~ dJ they 
sa y t o the Hom2 Secr et ary of t h~ Briti sh GovGrnme nt 3nd do 
they 50'y b the Bri t i sh G:w" rnment and t th,: "fh, l e 'I f Bri ti h 
~ublic opinion , do they say - we ll wh~ t do they say? 
Do th e? y say "we won ' t li st e? n t o y ~) u?". 

':Ifhct do you think t h rJ Gov2rnmcn t s h )ul d .h ab jut it ? 

Dr . Hill er y ; Thay have a l r eady s ~ id th(JY wo n't li s t en. It ' s 
a crisis of 2ut h'H i ty in wh" t wc: lik e t .) r C90rcl (1S vC? ry near th o 
cr ad le of democ r acy . 

hr e you oppo sed t o : 11 Or ange pa r ade s? 

Dr . Hill ery: I conc ede th ~ t some )~ r JJes will c~ us e no horm . 
I am quit e di scriminati ng ab, ut p~ rade s . I th i nk that some 
par ade s will do no harm; the y will have 0 j olly good da y out; 
they will pr oba bl y boa t t h0 dr ums and have a good t i me . But ther e 
ar e some par ades that will g~ out th er e t o humili at e p01p l e and 
humili 2t ad peopl e? will sometimes turn and we or e goi ng t o hove 
tr oubl e t ho t we do n ' t want. 

Did you discu ss with Sir Klec s pecific demo nstr at i'ns and whic h ones 
you woul d c o~e with? 

Dr . Hill ery : I mentioned n f ew wh2r e it wa s obvi ous that nobody 
li ving in the p2 r ticul or t own woul d wa nt t o ce l ebr at e the pa rticu1 2r 
event. 

Is the channel still open betwee n you : nd Downing Str eG t - you 
end the For e i gn Offi ce' 

Dr. Hill ery: Yes: t her e ere very very good r e l a ti ~ nshi ps bet we en 
the Government here and our Government . 

Will there be aft er this Pr es s Co nf er ence ? 

Dr . Hill ery ~ Oh yes . I h:'ve g ive n my ClIvn o;o inion only . If I 
have s a id anythi ng that would damage r e l ati onshi ps betwee n the two 
countri es I woul d expe ct that my Prime ~ini s t u r woul d r emov e 
me. The r e l at i onshi ps betwee n the two countri es ar e good and 
import ant and valuabl e and if I have s a i d onything he r e that 
woul d damage that I wou l d quit e acc ept thot I woul d be r emoved fr om 
Offic e . 

Di d onyone in the Fall s say t o you quit e pl a inly " if ther e is 
shooting this ':"ugust will you come in t o he l p us"? and if so 
what did you say t o thom . 

Dr. Hi l l ery~ No ? not in my v i s it t o th e Falls. Nobody was 
thinking of s hooting . It ' s quit e wr ong t o think that I went 
up ther e t o moet a crowd of gunmen - I met women who wer e 
fri ghtenud? ol d me n who wer e fright ened - ther e was no qu esti on of 
guns . 

And none of t hem sa i d wh ~ t will t he Sou t her n Govci rnment do if 
ther o ar e any att ack s t his summer. 

Dr. Hill ery : No - they wer e in a stunned st at e - they just ·had 
this sudde n vi s i tat i on ; they di dn ' t kn ow what hap~ened. I do n ' t 
know whet he r you ever had tr oops sudde nl y i nvode your home with ' ut 
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They mi 0ht be the be st , daconte st b ~y s in 
thos e peo pl e sudden ly hod tr oo ps c8ming in t o 
But thoro wos no quos ti ' n ~ f th~i r sayin g t o me, 

up ~ n d do something . 

Thot is J hy po th etic a l qU Gsti - n. 
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